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EDITORIAL
Let’s celebrate! The Jubilee Weekend is upon us, and there is plenty
happening around our villages to enjoy.
Thank you to everyone who contributed content for this edition. We
are always looking forward to new contributors, whether regular or
one-off so please do send in any articles or photographs you would
like included.
I would also like to thank our sponsors and advertisers without whose
support this magazine would not be possible. And of course a ‘tip of
the hat’ goes to our committee and distributors who have kindly given
up so much of their time to get this issue to you.
- Simon Dear, Editor
COPY DEADLINE ISSUE 183.................................................12th July 2022
PUBLICATION DATE ISSUE 183...........................................31st July 2022

OUR KIND SPONSORS
Friends of Wrestlingworth Lower School
Parish Walking and Wildlife Group
Wrestlingworth Goodwill Fund
Wrestlingworth History Society
St John’s Church, Cockayne Hatley

PLEASE NOTE

St Peter’s Church
Women's Institute
Parish Council
Memorial Hall

The views contained in the articles within this publication do not necessarily
represent the views of the publisher or the members of the editorial committee.
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Making life easier

Call: 01767 260007
Book online at: pottonvets.co.uk

9 Market Square, Potton, Bedfordshire SG19 2NP
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
JUNE
3rd

Jubilee Fun Day at the Chequers, Wrestlingworth,
starting from around 1pm

4th

Wrestlingworth Memorial Hall presents the Platinum
Jubilee Exhibition, 11am-4pm

4th

Jubilee Open Church at St Peter’s Church,
Wrestlingworth, 11am-4pm

5th

Pentecost Eucharist Service to include a special Jubilee
tribute, St Peter’s Church, Wrestlingworth, 11am

5th

‘Bring your own’ Picnic to celebrate the Jubilee, All
Saints Churchyard, Eyeworth from 3pm

11th

Quiz Night at the Chequers, Wrestlingworth, 8pm

19th

PWWG walk - Therfield-Kelshall village loop, starting
Therfield village green at 10am

21st

Women’s Institute talk “Learning to play the cello in a
communist country” by Milena Kavrakova, Wrestlingworth
Memorial Hall, 7.30pm

25th

Mad Hatley Charity Tea Party, The Village Farmhouse,
Cockayne Hatley, 11am-5pm
JULY

3rd

Red Kite Concerts presents “And Then I Knew”, St John
the Baptist Church, Cockayne Hatley, 5pm. Tickets
available online.
...CONTINUES OVER PAGE...

Please check dates and times with organisers, as they may be subject to change.
Further information may be found later in this issue. We aim to include all events of
interest to the residents of our villages, and rely on you to let us know. So, please
email your diary dates to us at villagelink@zoho.com.
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5th

Women’s Institute “Meeting on wheels” at Anglesey
Abbey

9th

Quiz Night at the Chequers, Wrestlingworth, 8pm

11th

Wrestlingworth & Cockayne Hatley Parish Council
meeting, Wrestlingworth Memorial Hall, 7.30pm

17th

PWWG walk - Autumn Butterflies walk to Potton Wood,
meeting arrangements TBA

21st

Wrestlingworth History Society visit to the North
Hertfordshire Museum, starting at the museum at 6.30pm

30th

Cream Teas and tombola, Eyeworth Village Hall from
2pm to 4pm

W&CH PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
Vacancies
The Parish Council is looking to add one or two councillors to fill
current vacancies. Councillors need to attend most of the six council
meetings a year, and have an interest in all matters that affect our
parish. Anyone with an interest please contact Catherine Dear via
email at wrestlingworthch@gmail.com or phone 01767 631383.
Millenium Garden Tidy Up Thanks
A big thank-you goes to Julie, Laura, Debbie and Alan for sprucing up
the garden in May ahead of the Jubilee festivities. It looks amazing!
Parish Council Meetings
Our last meeting was held in the Memorial Hall on the 9th May. Draft
minutes can be found on the Parish Council website:
wrestlingworthandcockaynehatley-pc.gov.uk
Our next meeting will be at the Memorial Hall the 11th July at
7.30pm. Please feel free to come along.
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LUTON AIRPORT STAFF MEET LOCAL
RESIDENTS TO DISCUSS NOISE FROM PLANES
The company who manage operations at Luton Airport recently
visited Potton and met residents after we raised concerns about low
flights and noise.
As ward councillors we have raised a number of concerns about new
flight paths over our area. Despite our opposition to these changes, the
flights began in February of this year. Since then we have received a
number of complaints about noise and low altitude. The jets are
supposed to be at least 6,000ft high when they come over us.
London Luton Airport Operations Limited (LLAOL) which runs
services at the airport, recently agreed to provide noise monitoring
equipment (running costs not included!). If anyone would like to host
them, please send us an email to adamzerny@hotmail.co.uk or
traceywye@icloud.com.
In recent weeks, we have asked a number of questions of LLAOL.
The company insisted it could not tell us how many planes landing in
Luton were currently flying on the new flight path over the Potton/
Gamlingay/Wrestlingworth area.
Neither could it tell us how many of these flights were currently
passing our homes at below the agreed heights.
It did however reveal that the total number of passengers arriving at
the airport in the last 3 months of 2021 was 1.8 million as compared to
4.2 million in the last 3 months of 2019 suggesting that when flight
levels return to the pre-Covid numbers we are likely to see a
significant increase in the volume of air traffic heading right over us.
In trying to explain its failure to provide more detailed information,
LLAOL has told us "We collect and monitor the arrival and departure
tracks for all aircraft operating at LLA, this includes altitude data. In
order to provide exact numbers of aircraft at each altitude level for a
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specific place it is a very complex task and is usually something we
only do as part of the community noise monitoring report."
In short, to provide such data they need lots of complaints, or people
hosting noise recording equipment.
In the meantime, if you spot flights going over too low, please send us
the evidence from a monitoring site such as flightradar24.

LLAOL added "However, from generic track data I can see that the
majority of aircraft are above 7,000ft nearby Potton." It provided no
evidence of this.
LLAOL officers visited Potton for a drop-in surgery on Thursday 12th
May. If you missed this but would have liked to attend, please email
us and we can put you on our mailing list so you find out when it
happens again.
Adam Zerny and Tracey Wye
Independent Central Bedfordshire councillors for
Wrestlingworth, Cockayne Hatley and Potton
adamzerny@hotmail.co.uk - traceywye@icloud.com
(To go on our regular newsletter mailing list, please email us)

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH,
COCKAYNE HATLEY
Rector Rev. Alex Wheatley
Services
2nd Sunday of the month at 9 am - Holy Communion
4th Sunday of the month at 3 pm - Evening Prayer

https://www.pottonparishchurch.org.uk/
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WE ARE BACK
IN THE SWING AGAIN
As our April Games Evening was so
close to Easter, members were
encouraged to wear ‘Easter Bonnets’. It
was nice to give our Wedding Hats an
airing though President, Sheila Brown,
made the extra effort by trimming hers
with Easter chicks!

Our Annual Meeting will have been and
gone when you read this issue when Dot
Wigg (an old friend from the
Bedfordshire Federation) attended and
speaker Adam Smith was to talk about
‘Wrest Park and the women who owned
it’.
We have an interesting programme for
you in the coming months; two of our
speakers have had to cancel in the past
because of the effects of Covid, but at
last we will get to meet them.
st

Our President Sheila Brown
in her Easter bonnet!

21 June – “Learning to play the cello
in a communist country” –
Milena Kavrakova
5th July – “Meeting on wheels” when we hope to make a trip to
Anglesey Abbey
16th Aug. – “Bagels and Bacon” – Jeff Rozelaar
20th Sept. – “Being a Commander of a Nuclear Submarine” – David
Tall (Wow!)
18th Oct. – Our popular Chilli Evening
15th Nov. – “Come and Learn ‘Indoor Curling’ for all abilities” –
Alison Ross
13th Dec. – (2nd Tuesday) Christmas Party

I will let you know 2023 plans nearer the time.
Older members will have heard of the sad sale of the WI’s own
college – Denman College – which was no longer sustainable. A
lovely house set in parkland in Oxfordshire. Thousands of ladies will
have attended residential courses there over the years. It has been sold
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for £8.5 million (well over the market value) to someone who has
connections to the family who originally owned it and it will revert to
its name Marcham Park. They intend to live in it, so it is good to
know that it is not going to be knocked down and developed. Look out
for us in the Memorial Hall on 4th June at the Platinum Jubilee
Exhibition when you can browse through our photograph albums and,
as is the usual tradition, the WI will be helping serve tea and cakes!
- Carolyn Driver

WRESTLINGWORTH LOWER
SCHOOL PTA
As the May holiday approaches in what feels to
have been the quickest term I’ve experienced, we
are busy organising a celebration of the Queen’s
Jubilee for the children. We’re arranging a few
events in school for the children to enjoy
including afternoon tea!
Our current fundraising is focused on supporting the school to replace
many of the children’s reading books which are looking quite tired. In
fact, I am sure I read some of them myself as a child in the school!
The new reading syllabus looks great and we are keen to source these
for the school as quickly as we can. We are looking for people/
families to kindly ‘sponsor a book’ and help us to reach our target and
give a little literacy legacy! Please look at our Facebook page for how
to support us.
The majority of our fundraising events can now be viewed at
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofwrestlingworthlowerschool
Thank you to everyone who came to our Bingo Night and extra thanks
to Brian for being our caller! We managed to raise around £150. That
same week, we also sold Krispy Kreme doughnuts making a little
profit for the school. We also held an Easter raffle.

Thank you for your continued support ,
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- Anna Hines

MEMORIES OF
CORONATION OF
QUEEN ELIZABETH II
I was 10 at the time sitting cross-legged in front of a neighbour’s 9inch
television with half the neighbourhood. I remember all the pageantry and
cheering – Queen Salote of Tonga in an open topped carriage, feathered
headdress drooping in the pouring rain waving to the crowds – the Queen
balancing the enormous crown, sceptre and orb – Duke of Edinburgh
kneeling at her feet swearing allegiance – joining the crocodile from school
to the local ABC cinema to see a film of the whole ceremony – being
presented with a commemorative booklet by Middlesex County Council –
attending a children’s fancy dress Coronation Party with paste bridge rolls,
fairy cakes and squash organised by our parents. I borrowed a colourful
Polish Bride’s costume, the boots didn’t fit so I wore my wellies. I thought I
looked the bees knees but the winner of the fancy dress competition was a
boy inside a cardboard box with a hole in the side and knobs painted on it – a
TV! I stuck all the newspaper cuttings of the day I could find into a
scrapbook my uncle made. It will be on display at the exhibition in the
Memorial Hall.
- Carolyn Driver
December 1952
A Coronation Committee with WI and British Legion Women’s Section
together was formed to raise funds for village festivities.
WI Committee Minutes
(I can’t find what WI actually did on the day – probably the Teas as usual!)
26th March 1953
A Social Afternoon (admission 1/6d) was held with a Bring and Buy stall,
Bran Tub, Darts and Whist Drive among the attractions, raised £10. Raffle
for a Musical Teddy Bear (1s. a ticket). In all £13.12 shillings was passed to
Coronation Fund to spend on village’s festivities.
Snippets from WI Committee Minutes and Biggleswade Chronicle
1953
May 22 – School closed for holidays celebrating Whitsuntide and the
Coronation of our Queen.
June 24 – Afternoon school visit to cinema to see Coronation film.
Excerpts from School Log by Headmistress, Mrs. Ann Stewart Crocker,
Wrestlingworth School
2nd June 1953
Wrestlingworth had a full programme laid on as follows. TV in the schools
for all interested;
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2.30 pm – fancy dress parade;
3.45 pm children’s sports;
4.30-6.00 pm – free tea for all in Memorial Hall and Hut;
6.30 pm – local talent contest;
7.30 pm – adult sports;
8.00 pm – Melody Makers Dance Band playing in both villages;
9.00 pm – dance in the Memorial Hall.

All children to receive a souvenir beaker. Best decorated house competition
planned but didn’t happen and Sports had to be postponed until following
Saturday because of rain.
Excerpts from ‘Wrestlingworth Recalled’ booklet produced by
Wrestlingworth History Society to celebrate the Queen’s Golden Jubilee
2002.

WRESTLI NGWORTH HI STORY SOCI ETY
WHS to Visit North Herts
Museum in July
The July meeting of the
Wrestlingworth History Society will
be a trip away to Hitchin for a
personalised tour of the new North
Hertfordshire Museum.
The visit will be on Thursday 21st July, meeting at 6.15pm for a
6.30pm start. Our escort will be Keith Fitzpatrick-Matthews –
Museum Curator and Heritage Access Officer - who will give us a
tour of the venue, which houses historical items and relics from right
across the north Hertfordshire region.
The Museum is situated at 14 Brand Street, Hitchin, Herts SG5 1JE
and there is a car park close by opposite Waitrose. If you plan to join
us, or perhaps need a lift, please contact Val Cooper on 07701
369441.
Entry is free for Members and £4 for visitors – all are very welcome!

www.wrestlingworth-hs.org
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Contact Us
Wendy Robinson, Church Warden
01767 631283
For more information see: www.dwe.org.uk
Follow us on FaceBook group
‘We Love Eyeworth’

Whoever you are, you are welcome here!
All Saints exists to serve the village of Eyeworth and the wider local community.
Our regular congregation is made up of people of all stages of life and we hope to
provide something for everybody. You are very welcome to join us at a service,
reach out to us if you have a pastoral need or make contact if you would like to
discuss holding a christening, wedding or another special service at the church.

UPCOMING EVENTS IN EYEWORTH
Sun 5th June – Bring your own picnic at 3pm & tree to be planted
(permissions allowing) in the Churchyard to commemorate the
Queen’s 70th Jubilee. More details to follow.
Sun 24th July - All-age worship at 3pm led by Mary Millar.
Sat 30th July – Cream Teas plus Tombola in the Village Hall from
2pm – 4pm to raise funds for Eyeworth Village Hall.

Sun 31st July – All-age worship at 3pm.
For further info please follow updates posted in 'We Love Eyeworth'
Facebook group or contact Wendy/Melvyn (631283) or Abi (631864).

Please let out advertisers know
you found them in the Village Link!
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St Peter’s Church
Whoever you are, you are welcome here.
St Peter’s serves Wrestlingworth and our wider
local community. Services at St Peter’s take
place at 11am. Join us for a warm welcome, an
engaging service and refreshments afterwards.
We have “Rainbow Rock” for children to enjoy.

Sunday Services
June 5th at 11am
A Pentecost Eucharist Service
to include a special tribute and thanksgiving to
mark the Platinum Jubilee of H.M. the Queen
12th June
19th June
26th June
3rd July
10th July
17th July
24th July
31st July

Sunday Praise
Benefice Eucharist at Dunton at 9.30am
Parish Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Sunday Praise (Baptism at 12.30pm)
Benefice Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Benefice Eucharist at Eyeworth at 9.30am

Coffee Mornings
7th June and 5th July between 10.30am - 12.00pm
Enjoy refreshments and conversation with friends.
Bring and Buy; Book Stall; Raffle; Craft and Play Activities at
“Rainbow Rock”.
All ages welcome.
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Karen Nurse
Our church community has said an emotional ‘Goodbye’ to our Church
Warden, Karen Nurse. Karen has served us in countless seen and unseen
ways for 5 years, having agreed to take on the job for just one year! Her
kindness, patience and dedication to all tasks means she is a hard act to
follow.
As our ‘Stand-Out Star Baker’, Karen was presented with some useful
vouchers and a plant, to mark her farewell from this role. We know that
Karen will make a success of whatever she takes on next. Meanwhile we
wish her all the best as she is continuing to enjoy village and church life here
and spending more time with her family and grandchildren.
- Nicola Adkins - P.C.C. Vice-Chair

UKRAINE APPEAL
Three donations have been sent to the Red Cross Ukraine
Crisis Appeal
£446.50 - from Mothering Sunday and other collections
£250 - donated by the P.C.C. on behalf of St. Peter’s Church
£186 - Further donations/collections
£882.50 - GRAND TOTAL
We know that your contributions will be put to very good use.
THANKYOU
We support Preen Food Bank. There is a
great need at this time for food, toiletries and
cleaning products. Please bring donations to
Sunday Praise services, (2nd Sundays) or
Coffee Mornings.
You are very welcome to join us at a service, reach out to us if you have a
pastoral need, or make contact, if you would like to discuss a christening,
wedding, or other special service at church.

How to keep in touch with St Peter’s
Our Noticeboard outside church; Website: www.dwe.org.uk;
A Church near You website; Facebook – Follow ‘DWE Benefice’
Nicola Adkins – 01767 631789
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St. Peter’s Church

Jubilee Open Church
Saturday June 4th
11am—4pm
Organ and other Music; Flowers; Rainbow Rock; Children’s Display
and Crafts
Come and see your beautiful village building.
Visit our history and artefact display in The Memorial Hall

QUIZ NIGHTS
AT THE CHEQUERS
Quiz Night has made a welcome
return to The Chequers, and takes
place on the second Saturday of each
month. Upcoming dates are:
Saturday 11th June, 8pm
Saturday 9th July, 8pm
Entry is just £1 per person with all profits going to local causes
including the children of Wrestlingworth primarily through the Lower
School.
So why not put together a team with friends and come along.
Each quiz is hosted by volunteer quizmasters, the main contact being
Jim Hawkins (JimHawkins@metronet.co.uk). We welcome new
quizmasters who might want to give it a go!
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Some Local Flowering Plants
Top Row - Cut-Leaved Cranesbill, Forget-me-not, Doves Foot Cranesbill
Second Row - Speedwell sp, Spotted Medick, Lungwort
Third Row - Dog Violet, Green Alkanet, Creeping Woodsorrel
Bottom Row - Starwort Mouse-ear, Herb Robert, Field Woundwort
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WAYS OF SEEING
Simon Dear, of the Parish Walking and
Wildlife Group, encourages us to look
down and appreciate the intricate beauty
of the flora at our feet
A story in my family goes that a manytimes great uncle studied at Uppsala
University, Sweden under the great Carl Linnaeus, the deviser of the
binomial taxonomy of all living things. On a field trip Linnaeus,
reclining on the ground and laying his hand on the grass, says to my
relative “Come hither, child, how many different kinds of plants do
you think I cover with my hand?” My relative guessed a number.
Linnaeus found there were more; and, naming them, added, “Judge
from this, friend, the number of plants that grow on the face of the
earth, and how very great that Being must be who created them!”

A joy of country walks is seeing Britain’s many and wonderful
wildflowers. But if you are prepared to get down on your hands and
knees, you will so a load more besides. We tend to think of them
weeds, but many have strikingly delicate and beautiful flowers in their
own right. And you don’t need to travel far - your garden will be full
of amazing micro-blooms, as will the footpaths around our villages.
First, arm yourself with a magnifying lens of some sort. These come in
many forms (see photo). If you’re serious, you’ll need an identification
guide too.
Clip-on macro lens for a smart phone
(25x) ; Magnifying glass (2.5x / 5x) ;
jeweller’s loupe (10x) ; Triple hand lens
(3x / 6x / 9x)
Now, lower your gaze and start searching.
The flowers you seek are those of plants
with a low profile that thrive on path
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margins, lawns or grazed
pasture, or recently
cleared soil. They need
plenty of sunlight, so
avoid areas with long
grass or shady spots.
Despite their small size,
micro-flowers have the
same parts and structure as
their larger cousins –
petals, sepals (the green fleshy parts that protect the flower), male
reproductive organs (stamen, made up of the pollen-producing anther
and the stem-like filament) and/or female organs (carpel, made up of
the stigma, style, pollen tube and ovary.) With a lens the petals appear
large, fleshy and velvety – like colourful, plump cushions. Notice the
subtle shades, hues and striping, and the powdery pollen that you may
not see with the naked eye. And how those short protective hairs
appear like imposing spines and thorns!
While a small percentage (around 12%) of flowering plants are windpollinated, most pretty or scented flowers are pollinated by insects. In
fact, it’s the colours and scents that attract pollinators who then move
on from flower to flower to drink the sugar-rich nectar, brushing
against the stamen and gathering pollen as they do so. Even the
smallest flowers are pollinated by small flies or hymenopterans –
small wasps, bees or ants.
Species identification can be tricky, but persistence with a guide will
quickly pay off, as you will start to recognise old ‘friends’ and
recognise species new to you. I am no expert, and apologise for any
errors in naming on page 22. The photographs were taken by holding
an inexpensive 10x jeweller’s loupe in front of my smartphone lens.
So do take a moment to stop and marvel at Nature’s beautiful little
flowers when you see them, even if they are too small to smell!
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Parish Walking & Wildlife Group Forthcoming Walks:

All are welcome to join the monthly walks organised by the PWWG on
the third Sunday of every month.
Sunday June 19th – Kelshall Village
An easy 6-mile loop from Therfield to Kelshall village taking in the great
views from the chalk ridge and also refreshment, if required, at the Fox and
Hounds along the way. Meet at 10am at the Village Green in Therfield.
Sunday July 17th – Butterfly Walk
On-hand expertise to identify common species. Look out for posters and
Facebook updates for meeting point and time.

RED KITE

BUZZARD

KESTREL

Christian Forshaw and Sarah
O’Flynn, who organise Red Kite
Concerts, have a long-established
connection with the parish.
Christian told the Village Link
“I’m based in Sandy, but have
been given permission to record
in the church at Cockayne Hatley
over the last 16 years or so. I
love the sound in there and the
church wardens have always
been exceptionally friendly and
helpful.”

RED KITE CONCERTS
INTIMATE, BESPOKE CONCERTS IN SPECIAL PLACES

“And Then I Knew”
SUNDAY 3rd July, 5-6pm
St John the Baptist
Cockayne Hatley SG19 2EA
Sarah O'Flynn - Flute
Clare Finnimore - Viola
Tomos Xerri - Harp

Sarah is based in Potton and for
many years she ran the Potton
Music Festival which held concerts
in St John’s.

https://redkiteconcerts.com/
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WRESTLINGWORTH
GOODWILL FUND
The Goodwill Fund has had a very busy few months. In February we
held our first in-person quiz for years and we were amazed at the
support we were given from the villages. The doors opened and people
just kept pouring in. The atmosphere through the evening was full of
fun and everyone had a great time with many having a veritable feast
on their tables to feed the brain cells. We look forward to seeing you at
the next one. Thank you to all who supported us.
We have also been able to hold our Pensioners Tea Party which was a
lovely afternoon. The food was delicious and the entertainment by the
St Neots Ukulele Band was lively and fun. A huge thank you to all the
committee for their hard work in making this such a success. The hall
looked very welcoming and we would like to thank Helen and Neil
who kindly lent us the bunting and beautiful china for the event. We
would also like to thank our Junior citizens Molly, Florence, Jessica,
Harry, Evie, Daisy and Emilia who were amazing at serving tea,
clearing tables and chatting with visitors – well done all of you for
joining us.
We are pleased to announce that we will be going ahead with The
Goodwill Fete 2022 on Saturday 3rd September in the field behind the
Chequers. Please watch out for posters, raffle sales etc
We are in the process of updating our list of “friends” who help the
committee at events and if you would be available to help us on the
day of the fete in any way please email
info@wrestlingworthgoodwillfund.org
or contact me on 01767 631415
Thank you for your support
- Sarah Burgoine
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WRESTLINGWORTH MEMORIAL HALL
Hall Hire
The hall is an ideal venue for your children’s party or private function,
equipped with a fully fitted kitchen containing 2 ovens and 2 hobs plus a
microwave and fridge. Our rates are very competitive. We welcome local
clubs and societies considering using the hall for their regular meetings. For
all booking enquiries, please email
bookings@wrestlingworthmemorialhall.org.uk
Hall Car Park
A polite reminder that the Hall car park is for hall users only.
Treasurer Vacancy
We are in urgent need of a Treasurer as our current one is moving on after
giving us an excellent service. You don’t need any accounting experience,
just be comfortable with Excel Spreadsheets. Cheryl Roberts, our current
Treasurer, is more than happy to give you a brief overview of what is
required and can be contacted on 07734 751079 or cherylisnow@live.co.uk.

THEFT WARNING
I live in Wrestlingworth and had my catalytic converter stolen from my
Toyota Auris that was parked on my drive on Saturday 12th March. The
theft was carried out my three men with cutting tools at about 7.45 in the
evening. My neighbour was in her bathroom and shouted at them out of her
window, but they had already removed the converter by then and headed up
the road. The theft took about two minutes in total- two of the men lifted the
car and the other went under and removed the converter. The police were
called but no-one has been charged yet.
I wanted to let people in the villages know about this theft as they may target
other hybrids, or any other car that has a more valuable converter. The police
advised a security camera, which I will get but I'm worried they may try
again, once the car has been repaired.
- Jacky
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A WALK AROUND WRESTLINGWORTH, REVISITED
(PART 1) BY BRIAN BUCK
In the last edition of the Village Link I completed my walk around the village
which was based largely on those I made from March to June 2020, during
the first lockdown. These days I do this walk nearly every other Friday,
getting to know some of you quite well as I traipse around the village. So, by
talking to you and through personal observation, I have come up with a few
more things which you and any new readers might find interesting. So, I now
want to spend a few issues revisiting this walk. But as I do not walk too fast
so this is going to take some time!
Perhaps the most startling thing I found out is that our village has not always
been called Wrestlingworth! Two of our residents have brought to my
attention that it was once known as Wormleighton! It formed part of The
Hundred of Biggleswade, which contains The Parishes of Astwick; Little
Barford; Biggleswade with Stratton and Holme; Cockayne Hatley; Dunton
with Millo; Edworth; Everton; Eyeworth; Langford; Potton; Sandy with
Girtford; Sutton; Tempsford; Wrestlingworth.
The Hundred of Biggleswade takes its name from the town of Biggleswade
where the Hundred Court was held. At the time of the Domesday Survey,
Astwick, Little Barford, Biggleswade (with Stratton and Holme), Dunton
(with Millo), Edworth, Eyworth, Langford, and Tempsford are all given in
this Hundred. Wrestlingworth is not mentioned at all, whilst Sandy, Sutton,
Potton, Hatley, and Everton are. This survey, whilst omitting Wrestlingworth,
mentions Wormleighton as one of the townships of this Hundred. It appears
as an alternative name of Wrestlingworth in Speed's map of Bedfordshire
(1610), and also in Bowen's map (1749).The other parishes included in the
returns of 1831 are to be found in the Half-hundred of Weneslai. Before
Kirby's Quest (1284–6) this Half-hundred had become absorbed in
Biggleswade.
'Chenemondewiche,' a considerable estate of 3¾ hides in Biggleswade,
cannot be identified, but probably lay in the neighbourhood of Blunham or
Sandy. The parishes mentioned in the returns of 1831 have remained attached
to this Hundred from the thirteenth century to the present day without
alteration. Biggleswade was a royal hundred, and appears to have remained in
the possession of the crown, with the exception of a lease by Charles I in
1630 to Sir Onslow Winch for forty years.
There was a court leet held at Biggleswade half-yearly, and also a three
weeks court at which the tenants performed their suit and service to the Lord
of the Hundred. In the early fifteenth century Biggleswade paid towards a
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general subsidy £66 11s. 10¾d. In 1559 it was assessed at that sum, but only
£12 11s. 7d. was raised and in 1624 there was the same deficit.
A parliamentary survey of 1651 states that Onslow Winch (at that time
holding the hundred under a lease) received in certainty money (or yieldable
money due from the freeholders of the township) £11 15s. 5d., whilst the
profits from the courts were estimated at another £3 per annum. The waifs,
strays, deodands, goods of felons, suicides, fugitives, etc, happening and
falling within the said hundred belonged to the Lord, if the bailiff of the
hundred seized them first; but if seized by the bailiff belonging to a lord of a
manor having a leet in the hundred, then such lord had the prior claim.
However, according to the Oxford Dictionary of Place Names,
‘Wrastlingewrd’ was established in about 1150AD. The name was probably
from the Old English meaning ‘the enclosure of the family or followers of
man called Wraestel’. The derivation of the name is: Wraestel (family name)
+ inga (dwellers at) + worth (enclosure). A 1667 map of Bedfordshire shows
Wrestlingworth as ‘Wormleighton’. This was a typographical error
perpetuated by subsequent cartographers over the next 100 years until the
error was realised and corrected.
To complicate matters further there was once a certain Robert Nicholas
Spencer of Cople 1st Baron of Wormleighton. Born in Cople, Bedfordshire
in 1527 to Sir Knight Thomas John II Baron Spencer, MP High Sheriff of
North Hampshire and Anne Bulkley. Robert Nicholas Spencer of Cople 1st
Baron of Wormleighton married Rose Cockayne and they had eleven
children. He passed away on 4 December 1620, also in Cople. Rose
Cockayne was born in 1540, in Cockayne Hatley and she died aged 89 on 1
June 1629, in Cople and she was buried in All Saints Church there.
Finally, there is still today a village called Wormleighton. It is in
Warwickshire. The population taken at the 2011 census was 183. The village
was abandoned after the English Civil War when the Spencer family home
Wormleighton Manor was burned down in 1645. The village, however, was
refounded in the 19th century. The Spencer family fortune derived from Sir
John Spencer of Wormleighton, Warwickshire, who bought Althorp in 1508
with the huge profits from his sheep-rearing business.
Join me next time, as I restart my walk through the village.
If you have any comments, additions or corrections to make then please
contact me at brianbuck66@yahoo.co.uk and I will add them to a ‘roundup’ once the last of this series of articles has been published. Also, if you
give me permission then I will acknowledge your contribution by name.
Thank you
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YOUR ADVERT HERE?
If you would like to promote your business, please consider
The Village Link. Distributed to every house in Wrestlingworth,
Cockayne Hatley & Eyeworth, the local content, contact &
events pages means that the Village Link is kept by many of
our readers for some time. From just £65 a year you can help
both your business and your community.
For more details email:- villagelink@zoho.com

Dunton Oil Group
helps those of us in the local area who
use oil as our main heating source to
buy it more cheaply than we could as
individuals. There are 3 deliveries a
year - in January, April and September.
We have 140 members and order
around 50,000 litres each time. This
quantity gives us a price that is usually
about 5 pence a litre cheaper than
would otherwise be possible. The
minimum order is 500 litres so that
means a saving of about £25 or more
on each order.

Call 999
whilst at Patient
VILLAGE DEFIB. LOCATIONS
Cockayne Hatley

On brick cabinet
opposite 21 Village Road, SG19 2EE

To join the group send an email to:duntonoil@larry-smith.co.uk
or phone Larry on 01767 600603

Wrestlingworth

Millennium Garden bus shelter
opposite 78 High Street, SG19 2EP
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TRIAL AND ERROR COOKING BY GORDON BLUE
(ASSISTED BY EGON RONNIE)
RAISIN AND GOOSEBERRY TART (Serves four people)
Ingredients :Enough plain flour to make a pastry base for a 21 cm diameter baking
dish.
300 g of butter or margarine
200 g of self-raising flour
About 300 g (approx) of sugar
3 large eggs
A generous handful of raisins
Enough gooseberries so that they and the raisins cover the base of the
baking dish
A pinch or two of salt
A little milk
300 ml of double cream (or 75 ml per portion)
Method :Make enough pastry to line a 21 cm baking dish.
Rub about 100 g of margarine or butter into the plain flour until it looks like
breadcrumbs. Slowly add the milk and knead the dough until it becomes
pastry and is capable of being rolled with a rolling pin. Place in the base of
the baking dish, but do not trim off any excess pastry yet as the ingredients to
be added will help fill out the base.
Next, cover the base with the raisins and gooseberries and then cover them
with about 100 ml of sugar.
Then make the topping, which in effect is as if you were making a Victoria
sponge. Mix the sugar and butter or margarine together until it becomes
creamy. Stir in the eggs and then gradually add the self-raising flour and the
salt. You should end up with a mixture which is thick yet pourable. If it does
not then stir in a little milk. Then pour it over the raisins and gooseberries
until all are covered.
Finally, cut off the unneeded pastry edging and then cook at about 190C until
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the top goes golden brown, probably for about 25 to 30 minutes.
Egon Ronnie comments:This is quite tasty Gordon, whether served hot or cold. It tastes even better if
served with some double cream. You can vary the ingredients for the filling
as well. Also, do not throw away the unused pastry as it can be frozen and reused later.

TREASURER NEEDED FOR VILLAGE LINK
We are urgently, seeking a treasurer for the Village Link. If no one steps
forward, there is a real risk that the committee may no longer be able to
function and the Village Link will have to stop production.
The Village Link is a not-for-profit community magazine run completely
by volunteers for the benefit of our villages and deserves your support. If
you can help, please call David on 631407 or Simon on 631383.

32

TRADES DIRECTORY
NAME

TRADE / BUSINESS

CONTACT

Paul Rowley

Carpentry

Claire Lawrence

Animal Portrait
Artist

Brian Auty

5 Star Pet Services

Mary Swinden

Florist

01767 631231

Sushma Patel

Bookkeeper

07970 000095

Ben Searle

Elm Park Double Glazing

01767 631569

Mark Atkins

All Green
Landscapes

Frazer Dewey

Oil Boiler Services

Michael Slevin

Gutter Cleaning

Steve Brown

Building & Electrical

Sally Birrell

Catering Advisor

Isla Woiwod

Artist
Abstract/Realism

01767 651126
www.allgreenlandscapes.co.uk
01767 631746 or 07968 956977
www.abacusoilexperts.co.uk
01767 225453
www.highwash.co.uk
01767 631046 or 07760 241922
sdbrownbuildingcontractors.co.uk
01767 631375 or 07974 572302
sallylouiseb12@gmail.com
01767 631416 Studio in Cockayne Hatley
open Sundays 10-4

Avanti Hair
Studio

Hair Dressing

01767 631301

Natasha Llewellyn

Childcare

Cheryl Roberts

Cleaning Services

07885 302557 or 01767 631656
rowleycarpentry30@gmail.com
01767 631560
www.clairelawrence.co.uk
07779 101698
www.5starpetservice.co.uk

Harris Associates
W M Ltd

Financial Advisers

01767 631765 or 07885 734776
natashallewellyn@live.co.uk
01767 631402
cherylisnow@live.co.uk
01767 769532 or 07514 695819
spearing.glenn@yahoo.com
07794 051 657
hughesgardenmachinery@gmail.com
01767631694 or 07723088845
serhan.musalar@hotmail.co.uk
01763 249511
harris.associates@sjpp.co.uk

Edwina Parker

Sports Massage Therapist &
Reflexologist

07808 125613
www.haybarnhealth.co.uk

Glenn Spearing
Lewis Hughes
Serhan Musalar

Plumber & Bathroom
Installer
Garden Machinery Service
and Repairs
Fire Marshal/Warden &
Practical Extinguisher trainer

Please let our kind advertisers know you found them in the Village Link!
To promote your business or service here, or inform us of changes to your listing,
contact the editor by phone or email.
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HANDY PHONE NUMBERS
ORGANISATION

CONTACT NAME

PHONE

St. John the Baptist’s Church
Cockayne Hatley

Revd. Alex Wheatley - Rector
Christine Armistead - P.C.C. & Church Warden
Barbara Bell - Friends of St. John’s

01767 764062
01767 260809
01767 631567

Wrestlingworth, Eyeworth &
Dunton Churches
Church and Poor’s Fund

Nicola Adkins - P.C.C. Vice Chair (St. Peter’s)
Wendy Robinson - Church Warden (All Saints)
Liz Teague

01767 631789
01767 631283
01767 631628

Wrestlingwortth & Cockayne
Hatley Parish Council

James Kirkpatrick - Chair
Kevin Puddephatt
Lorna Chapman
Andy Ewens
Julie Dix
Catherine Dear - Clerk to Parish Council
Adam Zerny - Independent Ward Councillor
Tracey Wye - Independent Ward Councillor

01767 631767
07950 691905
07858 776514
07740 553229
01767 631480
01767 631383
01767 261319
01767 261319

Central Beds Council

Wrestlingworth Lower School Nancy Sheehan - Head Teacher
Abi Chipperfield - Friends Co-chair
Kelly Whitfield - Friends Co-chair

01767 631249
07949 831993
07834 614613

Women’s Institute
Conservative Association

Lesley May
Doreen Gurney

01767 631259
01767 680395

Wrestlingworth Goodwill
Fund

Sarah Burgoine - Chair
Margret Pantry - Doctor/Hospital Transport

01767 631415
01767 631548

Wrestlingworth Memorial
Hall

Jim Hawkins - Chair
Edwina Parker - Bookings

01767 631736
01767 631066

Eyeworth Village Hall

Wendy Robinson - Bookings

01767 631283

Parish Walking & Wildlife
Group
History Society

Nicola Adkins - General Enquiries

01767 631789

Connie Walker - Coordinator

01767 631450

Badminton Club

Jim Hawkins

01767 631736

The Chequers Public House

Dave and Carin Moore

01767 631818

Village Link

Simon Dear - Editor
David D’Ath - Treasurer
Carolyn Driver - Distribution

01767 631383
01767 631407
01767 631350

Dunton Oil Group

Larry Smith - Coordinator

01767 600603

EMERGENCY (24 HOURS)
Police Contacts PC 5725 Sally Bonham & PCSO 4763 Ann Jeeves
101
Electricity (UK Power Networks) 0800 783 8838
Water (Anglian Water) 0800 145 145
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
07842 087395 or 0300 300 4439
Potton Surgery
01767 260229

USEFUL NUMBERS
Potton Surgery (Appointments)
Samaritans
CBC Dog Warden

01767 260340
01234 211211
0300 300 8302

Police (Control Room)
National Rail Enquiries

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions, Wellingborough
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01234 841212
08457 484950

TWIN PINES
GARDENS AND
LANDSCAPES
Fully insured and professional services
Offering a broad array of gardening and
landscape works from regular garden
maintenance to one off jobs

Garden clearances and waste disposal
Garden re-designs * Tree pruning
Soft landscaping * Landscaping works
include fencing, patios and more.
No job too small,
just get in touch for a free quote.

Call or email Charlie on
07522170406
twinpinesgardening@gmail.com
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Woodview Farm
Mill Hill
Potton Road

Café

Gamlingay

Fresh meat butchery counter www.woodviewfarm.co.uk
Tel: 01767 650200
Delicatessen

Sandy
Beds
SG19 3LW

Home produced lamb and hogget
Home produced pork
Home produced free range eggs
Fresh fruit and vegetables
Locally made bread and

Opening times:

cakes, wines, ciders and beers

Mon-Sat 7.30-5.00

and much more…

Sunday 9.00-4.00
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