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EDITORIAL
Thank you to everyone who has contributed content for this edition.
We are always looking for new contributors, whether regular or one
off, so please do send in any articles or photographs you would like
included.
We were totally underwhelmed by the complete lack of response to
our request for volunteers to assure the future of the Village Link.
Without new people coming forward to help this could well be the last
Christmas edition of the Village Link!
We must apologise to readers, contributors and advertisers for the
lack of colour in the middle pages of the print edition of the Village
Link. This was due to production problems at the printers. Express
printers did offer to reprint but due to the time sensitive nature of
the publication we decided to distribute the issue as it was. The
printers have also expressed their apologies.

My contact details are email: villagelink@zoho.com
Phone: 01767 631123

David Fryatt

COPY DATE ISSUE 168........................….……13th Jan 2020
PUBLICATION DATE ISSUE 168.....................31st Jan 2020

OUR KIND SPONSORS
Friends of Wrestlingworth Lower School

St Peter’s Church

Parish Walking and Wildlife Group

The Chequers Pub

Wrestlingworth Goodwill Fund

Parish Council

Wrestlingworth History Society

Memorial Hall

St John’s Church, Cockayne Hatley

Women's Institute
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1st Sunday of the month at 9am–
Holy Communion.
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays of the month
6pm Evensong (3pm in the winter

time from 29th October )
In the event of a 5th Sunday in the
month, there is no service.
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Dates for Your Diary
1st
1st
3rd
7th
7th
7th
8th
10th
12th
14th
14th
15th
15th
20th

December
Christmas Breakfast at the Memorial Hall 9am—12 noon
Candles in the Dark at St. Peter’s 6pm
Coffee Morning at Water End 10-30am—12 noon
Father Christmas in Cockayne Hatley, Eyeworth & Dunton
Christmas Bazaar at St. John’s Cockayne Hatley 11am-4pm
Pub Quiz at The Chequers 8pm
Father Christmas in Wrestlingworth
WI Christmas Party

4th
11th
13th

United Kingdom General Election
Café Church at St. Peter’s 10am-11-30am
Live Music at The Chequers 8pm
PWWG Walk from The Chequers at 10am
Carol Concert at St. John’s Cockayne Hatley 3pm
Locrian Concerts at St. John’s 3pm and 7pm
January
Pub Quiz at The Chequers 8pm
Live Music at The Chequers from 7:30pm
Copy Deadline for the Feb/ Mar edition of the Village Link

13th
16th

Parish Council Meeting at Memorial Hall 7:30pm
History Society. Please check for details

Please email your diary dates to villagelink@zoho.com. We want to include all
relevant events but do rely on your input; if you don’t tell us, we might not know
about your event. Please do check dates and times with organisers, as they may
be subject to change.

PLEASE NOTE

The views contained in the articles within this publication do not necessarily
represent the views of the publisher or the members of the editorial committee.
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All Saints’ Eyeworth
‘The Church in the
Fields’
Please check the church notice board for details of services or ring the
Church Warden Mrs Wendy Robinson on 01767 631283. You can
also call the Revd. Carole Johnson on 01767 699934.

8th December: Christmas Nativity at 3:00pm
25th December: Holy Communion at 9:00am
12th January:
19th January:
26th January:

Holy Communion at 9:30am
Benefice Eucharist at 9:30am
Family Praise at 3:00pm

Readers will be sad to hear of the passing of Mrs. Mary Purkiss on the
3rd November at the age of 90.

BOOK REVIEW

I am back on the water again, not on the high seas this time but on the
River Thames.
“ONCE UPON A RIVER” by Dianne Setterfield is a spellbinding
mystery set in the nineteenth century and is full of interesting
characters bound together by the twists and turns of the upper reaches
of the River Thames.
On the night of the Winter Solstice the regulars of an ancient pub
called ‘The Swan’ at Radcot are sitting around telling stories when a
dripping wet, injured man staggers in carrying a drowned child, and
then collapses. Hours later the dead girl stirs and comes back to life.
Who is she? How does a dead child come alive again? Magic or
miracle? She cannot talk so who does she belong to?
The pub regulars now have an amazing story to tell and retell, to
elaborate on and exaggerate until eventually the mystery is finally
solved.
Chosen as a Sunday Times Bestseller, the book is full of folklore,
suspense and romance interweaving early medicine, photography and
psychiatry into the story.
Carolyn Driver
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St Peter’s Church, Wrestlingworth
Services
1 December:
8 December:
15 December:
22 December:
24 December
25 December
29 December:

06:00pm Advent Sunday & Candles in the Dark
11:00am Sunday Praise
11.00am Benefice Eucharist
11:00am Parish Eucharist
06:00pm Candlelit Lessons and Carols
09:00am Christmas Day Parish Eucharist
9:30am Benefice Eucharist, St Mary Magdalene,
Dunton
5 January:
11:00am Parish Eucharist
12 January:
11:00am Sunday Praise
19 January:
09:30am Benefice Eucharist, All Saints, Eyeworth
26 January
11.00am Parish Eucharist
Please check the notice board or the weekly notice sheet for any
changes or additions.

St Peter's News
Harvest Festival
Our Harvest Festival was held on Sunday 6th October led by Revd.
Ian Friars. We supported the Bishop's Harvest Appeal through our
collection and donated dry goods to the Preen Food Bank.
Coffee Mornings
Our popular coffee morning is held on the first Tuesday of the month.
Everyone is welcome to join us.
Our December Coffee Morning will be at Water End Cottage and we
can expect a visit from Father Christmas! Please bring a wrapped
Secret Santa present to the value of £5. There will be no Coffee
Morning in January. For further details contact Karen.
Café Church
Café Church will be open again on Saturday 14th December from
10.00 to 11.30 am when we will be serving Mince Pies and Stollen,
along with hot drinks. Donations welcome for our Turret fund.
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Candles in the Dark
On Advent Sunday, 1st December at 6pm we will have our annual
Candles in the Dark service. During this service we light candles to
remember those who are no longer with us. Please let Karen know if
you would like a candle lit in memory of a loved one, but we warmly
invite you to join us at St Peter's for this comforting service.

We did it!
An enormous thank you to everyone who has supported us
with our Roof Fund. Our new roof is well on the way to
completion.
We are planning a ‘roof party’ in the coming weeks when
our new roof will be blessed. All are welcome.
Open Church
St Peter’s will be open again in the new year when our building work
is completed.

If you would like to know more about our regular services, or to
discuss a wedding, baptism or funeral, or would like a visit, please
contact Revd Carole Johnson on 01767 699934
email: carolejohnston58@btinternet.com
You can also contact Karen Nurse (Church Warden) on 01767 631487
or email: karen.nurse@btinternet.com
We encourage you to come and worship at your church.
There is always a warm welcome at St Peter's.

Local Independent Central Bedfordshire Councillors Adam Zerny and
Tracey Wye's latest email newsletter is now available; it includes the
latest updates on trains, traffic on the A1, CBC’s Local Plan in
particular in relation to house building and the East West Rail route.
As always, the newsletter will include a round-up of up-and-coming
local events. To get it directly, join the mailing list by emailing:adamzerny@hotmail.co.uk or traceywye@icloud.com.
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Goodwill Fund Update
Father Christmas is Coming!!

Unlike the Brexit negotiations, the Goodwill Fund is very happy to
announce that after a full 30 seconds of intense discussions, Father
Christmas has agreed to return to Wrestlingworth, Tadlow, Eyeworth
and Cockayne Hatley. He will be distributing a small gift to our
senior citizens, as well as handing out sweets to children and anyone
else who is around.
He will be visiting the villages on Saturday December 7 th, starting in
Cockayne Hatley around 1.30pm to 2.00pm, Eyeworth around
2.00pm to 3.00pm and Tadlow around 3.15pm to 4.15pm, calling on
Eyeworth Road at the crossroads on the way through to Tadlow.
December 8th sees Father Christmas and his happy helpers sliding
through Wrestlingworth from around 1:30pm to 3:30 pm.
So, if you have recently turned 65 (or know someone in our villages
who has) and would like a present then please email your name and
address to wrestlingworthgoodwillfund@gmail.com
Below is a reminder of the fun we had last year.
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PWWG Round-Up of the Year 2019

The Parish Walking and Wildlife Group exists to help locals
appreciate the beauty of the flora and fauna in our wonderful part of
Bedfordshire, to help walkers correctly identify plants and birds, and
to keep our footpaths open by informing landowners of any
maintenance required and replacing way marking posts.
Inevitably, in this beautiful part of the country, we are going to be
regularly assailed by residential planning applications. While we all
accept that sustainable growth is the lifeblood of our villages, we are
constantly vigilant that any planning applications should enhance
village life and ensure its survival as a thriving, active place to live.
The PWWG has therefore petitioned the Parish Council and local
activist groups to oppose unsustainable development on ‘Woodcraft’s
Field’ to the left of the High Street as you enter the village from the
Tadlow crossroads. We are also supporting the Cam Beds Rail Road
group (CBRR) in opposing the southern East West Rail route through
south Wrestlingworth, Eyeworth and Bassingbourn.
However, our primary activity revolves around leading local walks on
the third Sunday of the month, often starting at The Chequers pub and
sometimes further afield.
This year we repeated our annual Manor Farm, short, local walk on
New Year’s Day which finished for refreshments at The Chequers.
March saw our annual Village Tidy Up and we were particularly
pleased to see families turning out to help us clear undergrowth and
litter pick in Wrestlingworth and Cockayne Hatley.

In May we not only started on the first Sunday with our annual Dawn
Chorus walk to celebrate International Dawn Chorus Day, we also
marked Rogation Sunday with a ‘Beating the Bounds’ walk which has
historically reclaimed the boundaries of the Parish.
Woodland walks are always a particular highlight of the programme
and this year we managed walks in Gamlingay, Sugley and Waresley
woods – the latter treating us to the best display of fungi we have ever
seen.
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We are lucky to have a
PWWG walkers on a beautiful, crisp winter walk.
significant degree of
expertise on birds,
butterflies, plants and
insects represented on our
committee, which not only
enhances our regular walks
but has enabled us to
produce articles for this
magazine on such diverse
topics as birds of prey,
palm oil, ancient
woodlands and composting,
amongst other areas of
specialist interest.
It was only this year that
Lousy Bush (along the
bridle path from Water
End) was officially adopted
as a Nature Reserve. Work
continues to improve the
Reserve, facilities in the
hide, and to ensure that the
pond does not dry out. New bird feeders, bird boxes and other
improvements to the hide are part of an ongoing programme of
development.
A species list is recorded on every walk and sometimes notified to a
higher authority if we make a particularly rare find.
The next walk will take place on Sunday December 15 th a four-mile
loop around Manor Farm, Wrestlingworth, starting at 10am at
The Chequers and finishing with bacon rolls also at The Chequers.
Other walks planned for 2020 include, Top Farm, Deepdale, Therfield
Heath local woodland walks, and a Longest Day Walk on (unusually
for us) the fourth Sunday in June in order to avoid Father’s Day.

For more information see www.pwwg.org.uk or call Robin Barratt on
07768 340599.
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Harriet Mason, aged 7, rode her
bike from Wrestlingworth
church to Dunton church and
then back to her village church
in Eyeworth on 14th September
2019 as part of the Beds and
Herts Historic Churches Trust
Bike and Hike challenge. 50%
of the money she raised went to
this charity to offer as grants in
support of church repair
projects across Bedfordshire
and Hertfordshire, with the
other 50% going directly to
Eyeworth church. She raised
over £200.00 and would like to
thank everyone who supported
her during her ride and kindly
donated money through her
JustGiving site and at the
coffee morning held that day in
Eyeworth.

Paul & Rosemary Chapman send
Christmas Greetings and Best Wishes for
2020 to all our friends in and around
Wrestlingworth.
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FORWARD TO 2020……
…..but first we must look back at the close
of 2019.
In September Alison Morgan told us how she
went from being a nurse to a crime writer.
In October we held our annual
popular Chilli Evening which was
enhanced by a pumpkin carving
competition. It was not as difficult as
I thought and the results are shown
in the photograph. We also got
together at the Group Meeting with
other local WI’s in Sutton and
listened to “How Miss Savage
Moves House” – (completely!)
In November the ‘craftier minded’ of
us will have had a go at Brass Rubbing led by Dave Maycock and we hope
to have raised some funds with a Christmas Sales Table.

On the second Tuesday of December we will be holding our Christmas Party
when we will be entertained by Chris Bylett – ‘A Man who is paid to talk to
Himself’ – a ventriloquist I presume. We will also be going to a Festive Tea
at the Barns in Bedford.
And now for 2020
January – no meeting but arrangements are being made for a celebratory
meal to welcome 2020.
February 18th – “A Woman for All Seasons” Eliza McLelland.
March 17th - Games and Social Evening.
April 21st – “Bletchley Park Home of the Code Breakers.” Nick Cooke
May 19th – Annual Meeting
(and anything else we can manage to squeeze in to enjoy ourselves.)
Don’t forget if you are new to the village you’ll receive a welcome from us
on 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.45 pm in the Memorial Hall. We are not
all “Jam & Jerusalem” nor “Calendar Girls” for that matter; just ladies who
like to get together and make friends.

All members of the WI wish their neighbours and friends
a Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year
Carolyn Driver
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News & Updates from The Chequers
We have a change in opening hours for the winter, we will now be
closing at 7.00pm on Sundays.
Christmas Opening Hours
Christmas Eve 1.00pm - 11.00pm
Christmas Day 12.00pm - 2.00pm
Boxing Day - closed
27th, 28th, 29th & 30th, open as normal
New Years Eve - 7.00pm till late
New Year’s Day - closed
New Year’s Eve will be a party called ’Bring out your Dead-Singers’
with prizes for the best fancy dress, £3 entrance fee, restricted to
regulars and locals.
Christmas raffle tickets are now on sale, proceeds from this and NYE
to go to Alzheimer’s society.
Quiz night will be moving to Saturdays from December, commencing
December 7th. This one will be Christmas themed, hosted by Clive,
there will be a bottle of wine presented to whoever has the most
festive Christmas jumper.
We are now taking bookings for Christmas Dinners, available from
December 3rd until December 22nd, booking is essential. The menu is
on our website www.chequersfreehouse.co.uk and our Facebook page.

Last live music night of 2019 will be Saturday December 14th, let’s
make it a good one!
It is with great sadness that the village preschool is closing. With the
increases in wages and resources it is not financially viable to remain
open.
We wish to thank all those who have supported the preschool over the
years.
Dr. Paulet Brown-Wilsher
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FRIENDS OF WRESTLINGWORTH
LOWER SCHOOL PTA
REGISTERED CHARITY 1044363
We would like to take this opportunity to thank
everybody for their support. Our last village Big Breakfast raised
£647!! Thank you to everyone who filled in a Gift Aid Donation
Form. This allows us to claim 25p on every £1 donated and makes a
huge difference.
Last year we spent over £2000 on coaches for the school. We also
supported the school by buying new atlases, reading books, a large
playground map, waterproofs, Lego, a clock and counters for maths.
We also give each year group teacher £50 per term which lets the
teacher buy extra resources to enhance the children’s learning. Last
year Mrs. Argent had Safari Stu visit the school with his selection of
animals. She paid for this with her class money.
We have lots planned for the new school year. Not only have we held
the breakfast but we also had a family bingo evening at the Memorial
Hall. We also supported the Goodwill at their Fete in September. It’s
lovely seeing everyone come together to support the charities in this
village. Everyone works so very hard. We plan to have another
breakfast on 01/12/19. At school we will be holding a Camp Fire party
for the children in November and a Christmas Disco in December.
They love our little after school parties!!
You may have noticed that our clothing bin is extremely popular at the
moment. We have just received a cheque for £121 which is for
donations from January to April 2019. Please keep on donating all
your unwanted clothes, linen, bags and shoes. If you notice that the
bin is full, please just pop into the school office and they will let us
know. We do have space to store surplus donations.
We are still accepting foreign currency and out of date sterling as
donations. If you would like to donate, please pop into the school
office or bring it along to one of our events.
Thank you again.

Cheryl Roberts
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COCKAYNE HATLEY CORNER
St. John the Baptist Church, Cockayne Hatley
This 12th century church stands amid rolling Bedfordshire farmland, close to
the family Hall and ¼ mile from the village. In 1417, Sir John Cockayne,
Chief Baron of the Exchequer, purchased the Hatley estate of 1500 acres,
which included the church. The Cockayne family line continued until1745
when Sam Cockayne died without a male heir.
There are four Cockayne tombs in the centre of the nave with fine brasses.
Sam’s tomb is in the chancel with an inscription stating that he was a captain
in the Royal Navy. The inheritance went to Sam’s cousin, a Cust - the link
with the Custs having been formed when Sam’s father, John, married
Elizabeth Cust of Stamford. The line of “Cockayne Custs” continued until
1897 when the estate was sold.

Most important to the history of the church was the arrival of the
Hon. & Rev. Henry Cockayne Cust who inherited the estate in 1805. At this
time the church was very run down. It is said that Henry was officiating at
the Christmas Service with snow falling on his head from a hole in the roof.
Henry began a major restoration of the church. He restored all the church
roofs; he rebuilt the south aisle, and reduced the size of the chancel, creating
a new east window. He used the glass artist, Willement, to install new
windows, of which the large and colourful south window is much admired.
He also purchased and installed and a very early stained glass window in the
north aisle depicting four English saints. Finally, he stripped the church of its
poor furniture and replaced it using carved medieval woodwork imported
from Belgium. This was available after Napoleon had sold the contents of
abbeys and churches to feed his armies. Most impressive is the woodwork
from Oignes in Flanders, which comprises sixteen large panels with
medallions of saints, occupying both sides of the chancel. Rows of medieval
pews, with misericords, are in the chancel and nave, the latter set out in
collegiate style. The other major item of woodwork is the altar rail which
originates from a church in Flanders. It has four beautifully carved panels
illustrating aspects of the the Eucharist. Finally, there is a fine rail fronting
the organ loft, recently restored and showing carvings of a number of
medieval musical instruments.
There are several interesting monuments in the churchyard including one to
W.E. Henley, the poet and author of the poem “Invictus”

The tower has two bells rung for weekly Services – to which all are
welcome.
Anthony Crossley
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Trial and error cooking by Gordon Blue (assisted
by Egon Ronnie)
CONCHIGLIE & BACON SURPRISE. (Serves two people)
This recipe is one I made up as I went along, not knowing what I was
going to end up with and I used some of the weeks leftovers before we
went shopping next day.
Ingredients:•
2 Peppers (any colour)
•
2 tomatoes or 1 beefsteak tomato
•
1 large onion
•
I large handful of conchiglie
•
4 rashers of bacon
•
Sprinkling of Olive Oil
•
Squirt of Tomato sauce
•
Tablespoon of chicken gravy powder.
Method
First of all, cook the conchiglie in a saucepan of hot water. Initially
bring to the boil, but then reduce the heat so it just simmers. Stir
frequently.
Next deseed the peppers and cut them up into bite size pieces. Add to a
microwave dish. Then cut up the tomato(es) and onion, also into bite
size pieces and add them to the dish. Add the olive oil and microwave
for 5 minutes on full heat. When this is done add the bacon and stir in.
Then add the tomato sauce and again stir in. Microwave for a further 5
minutes on full heat before stirring the contents again. Now drain and
add the conchiglie, which should be ready by now. Discard the liquid
you have cooked it in.
Then drain all the liquid produced from the microwaving into a
separate dish and add in the chicken gravy powder. Give this a stir and
if it doesn’t quite produce a thick enough sauce then microwave for
about 30 seconds or until it does. Finally stir the sauce into the already
cooked mixture.
Egon Ronnie comments:This is very tasty. If you haven’t got any conchiglie then cook the
ingredients without it and serve with mashed potato instead. I can see
that your time watching Ready Steady Cook all those years ago wasn’t
totally wasted!
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CLAYTON FAMILY BUTCHERS

YOUR ADVERT HERE?
If you run a business and would
like to promote it please
consider The Village Link.
Distributed to every house in
Wrestlingworth, Cockayne
Hatley & Eyeworth the local
based content, contact & events
pages means that The Village
Link is kept by many of the
readers for some time. From
just £60 a year you can help
your business and your
community. For more details
email:- villagelink@zoho.com
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TRADES DIRECTORY
Name
Paul Rowley

Trade
Carpentry

Claire Lawrence
Brian Auty

Animal Portrait
Artist
5 Star Pet Services

Donna Bubear

Ironing Services

Contact
07885 302557 or 01767 631656
rowleycarpentry30@gmail.com
01767 631560
www.clairelawrence.co.uk
07779 101698
www.5starpetservice.co.uk
01767 631850

Mrs. A Fryatt
BEd, MA, APC
Mary Swinden

Specialist Dyslexia
Assessor & Tutor
Florist

01767 631123
www.assessment-for-dyslexia.co.uk
01767 631231

Sushma Patel

Crystal Therapist

Melvyn
Robinson
Ben Searle

Frazer Dewey

Painter, Decorator &
Gardener
Elm Park Double
Glazing
All Green
Landscapes
Oil Boiler Services

01767 631825 or 07970 000095
www.amethystcave.co.uk
01767 631283 or 07506 536298

Michael Slevin

Gutter Cleaning

Steve Brown

Building &
Electrical
Catering Advisor

Mark Atkins

Sally Birrell
Isla Woiwod
Katie Charles

Artist
Abstract/Realism
Foot Health
Practitioner

01767 631569
01767 651126
www.allgreenlandscapes.co.uk
01767 631746 or 07968 956977
www.abacusoilexperts.co.uk
0800 316 8167
www.highwash.co.uk
01767 631046 or 07760 241922
sdbrownbuildingcontractors.co.uk
01767 631375 or 07974 572302
sallylouiseb12@gmail.com
01767 631416 Studio in Cockayne
Hatley open Sundays 10-4
07841 479120
Katiefoothealth.co.uk

If you would like to promote your business or service in the trade
directory please contact the editor by emailing:villagelink@zoho.com.
There is a small charge of £15 for the initial entry, thereafter your
entry will continue free.
If you do contact one of our kind advertisers do please let them know
you found them in The Village Link.
21

22

23

24

