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      EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

David Fryatt–Editor / 

Martin Campbell-Treasurer / Val Cooper-Distribution / 

e-mail us at: villagelink@zoho.com 

ISSUE 158                                                               June-July 2018 

EDITORIAL 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed content for this edition.  
We are always looking for new contributors, whether regular or one 
off, so please do send in any articles or photographs you would like 
included.   

If your event or group has not been mentioned please do get in touch. 
The Village Link is distributed to every household in Wrestlingworth, 
Cockayne Hatley & Eyeworth which is the perfect way to ensure that 
your event or group, whether large or small, gets the publicity it 
needs. 
Please note the corrected date for the Parish Council Meeting is 
18th June, not 18th July as shown in the printed edition. 
 
My contact details are email: villagelink@zoho.com 
 

Phone:  01767  631123                                                   David Fryatt 

COPY DATE ISSUE 159........................….……  9th July 2018 

PUBLICATION DATE ISSUE 159.....................27th July 2018 

OUR KIND SPONSORS 

Women's Institute      St Peter’s Church 

Parish Walking and Wildlife Group           The Chequers Pub 

Wrestlingworth Goodwill Fund                  Carpet Bowls Club 

Wrestlingworth History Society             Memorial Hall 

St John’s Church, Cockayne Hatley    Parish Council         
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1st Sunday of the month at 9am–     

Holy Communion. 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays of the month 

3pm Evensong in winter time (from 

29th October ) 

In the event of a 5th Sunday in the 

month, there is no service. 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

 

Please email your diary dates to villagelink@zoho.com. We want to include all  

relevant events but do rely on your input; if you don’t tell us, we might not know 

about your event.   

PLEASE NOTE 
The views contained in the articles within this publication do not necessarily 

represent the views of the publisher or the members of the editorial committee. 

June  

2nd Mad Hatley Tea Party Cockayne Hatley 11am-5pm 

3rd Village Breakfast at Wrestlingworth Memorial Hall               
9-30am-12 noon 

3rd Pub Quiz at The Chequers 8pm 

17th  PWWG Walk, meet at Danish Camp car park at 10am  

17th  Music Night at The Chequers from 6-30pm 

18th Parish Council Meeting at Wrestlingworth Village Hall          
7-30pm 

19th WI Meeting on Wheels to Barnsdale Gardens 

July  

1st Pub Quiz at The Chequers 8pm 

9th Copy Deadline for the August/Sept. edition of the Village 
Link 

15th PWWG Wimpole Linear Walk, meet at Wimpole Car Park at 
10am 

15th Music Night at The Chequers from 6-30pm 

19th History Society Walk in Old Biggleswade with Jane Dale. 
Meet at the Dan Albone park near Sainsburys for 7pm. 
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  PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

  The Chequers Wrestlingworth

 

During the development of the Wrestlingworth & Cockayne Hatley 
Neighbourhood Plan, the Chequers pub was registered with Central 
Beds Council as an Asset of Community Value. This gave the      
community the legal right to bid to buy the pub and run it as a    
Community Pub, if it were to come up for sale.   

As you may already know, the Chequers is currently for sale as a  
going concern. The Parish Council invited Wrestlingworth residents 
to express their interest in being involved in bidding to buy the 
pub. A public meeting in mid April was attended by 15 people; after 
discussing the options available it was unanimously agreed not to 
proceed with a bid at the present time. It is hoped that Dave and    
Carin Moore can find a buyer on the open market. 

The Parish Council will continue to liaise with the Moores and      
advise those who attended the meeting should the position with the 
sale change. CBC have been advised that the community does not 
feel it is necessary to launch a bid at present but would do so if the 
future of the Chequers as a pub was threatened in the future.  

Eyeworth Village Hall would like to thank all those who kindly      
donated bottles for their annual bottle stall held at the Ickwell May 
Day celebration. 
A grand total of £655 was raised as a result so many thanks again. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Do you have an old car battery lurking in your garage or shed? 
If so The Shetland Pony Welfare Trust, a registered charity, could use 
it to power their electric fences, it might not have had the power to 
start your car anymore but old batteries still have the power to keep 
our ponies safe. We can collect so if you can help please call          
Armande Fryatt (Patron) on 631123.                                                 
Also, if you have suitable long term grazing land to rent in          
Wrestlingworth from later this summer for two rescue Shetlands 
please contact me. Thank you. 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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COCKAYNE HATLEY IN 1927 – RATING SURVEY 

 

In 1927 there was a major revision of house and farm rates in the area. 
The handwritten results for Cockayne Hatley are in four small      
notebooks, c. 6 X 4 inches in size, and held in the County Record   
Office. They relate to maps. However the village is at the border of 
two maps and it is not easy to relate the book entries with specific 
houses.  

It is an interesting period as the village would change drastically when 
Mr. Whitehead purchased the estate two years later. We know that six 
houses have been demolished since 1927, including two from the 
17/18th century. Whitehead then built a number of houses for his       
orchard workers. Two of the entries in the books are given below, to 
give a flavour of the assessor’s comments... 

The Hall was owned by  Sir Arthur Black. It  had been empty for  
several years. The assessor stated that “the interior is in a very bad 
state ” and “the lawns are overgrown”. This is in contrast to the    
comments of an old inhabitant of the village who recollected seeing  
Sir Arthur trudging around the estate with his dog, and the Hall being 
magnificent with exotic plants and fruit in the greenhouses. 

The Nearby House – probably the present Home Farm -was also 
owned by Sir A. Black and occupied by a Miss Pearson. It had     
“Two bedrooms”, and was “a nice little place”. 

The houses in the village in 1927, and recollections of the village in 
the 1940s and 1950s will be the subject of future articles.  

   Antony Crossley (May 2018)  

COCKAYNE HATLEY CORNER 
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Services 
  

3 June:  11.00am Parish Eucharist 
10 June:      11.00am Sunday Praise 
17 June: 9.30am   Benefice Eucharist at All Saints Eyeworth 
24 June: 11.00am Parish Eucharist 
29 June: 11.00am Patronal Festival Eucharist 
      
1 July:  11.00am Parish Eucharist 
8 July : 11.00am Sunday Praise 
15 July: 11.00am Benefice Eucharist at St Peter's Wrestlingworth         
           led by Archdeacon Paul 
22 July:       11:00am Parish Eucharist 
29 July: 9.30am Benefice Eucharist at St Mary Magdalene Dunton 
 
Please check the notice board or the weekly notices sheet for any changes or 
additions. 
 
St Peter's News 
Coffee Mornings 
Our popular coffee morning is held on the first Tuesday of the month. 
Everyone is welcome to join us. 
The June and July Coffee Morning will be held in church. 

 
If you would like to speak to a member of clergy the Revd Carole Johnson is 
supporting us and her details are below. 
 

We encourage you to support your church during 2018. There is always a 
warm welcome at St Peter's. 
 

If you would like to know more about our regular services, or to discuss a 
wedding, baptism or funeral, or would like a visit, please contact Revd 
Carole Johnson on 01767 699934 
email: carolejohnston58@btinternet.com 
 

You can also contact Karen Nurse (Church Warden) on 01767 631487 or 
email: karen.nurse@btinternet.com 

 

 
  
St Peter’s Church, Wrestlingworth 
  

mailto:carolejohnston58@btinternet.com
mailto:karen.nurse@btinternet.com
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Friends of Wrestlingworth Lower School 

Fundraising this year has got off to a great start. We held a Bingo 
night in February, which raised £376, it was a great night and thank 
you to everyone that supported this event. The children had a ‘Mad 
Hatters Tea Party” with music, games, craft, treasure hunt, croquet, 
giant bubbles and a lot of food! It was a fantastic afternoon and even 
the sun came out for us. We have managed to fundraise for 3 mature 
trees in the school meadow, which are planted and growing nicely, 
waterproof suits for reception class, contributing to new playground 
markings and new rugby balls and basket balls.      

We would like to send special thanks to the Parish Council for their 
generous grant of £500 and the Goodwill fund for their generous grant 
of £150 towards transport costs. Coach costs are a big part of our 
fundraising and has enabled the school to go on some exciting        
excursions. 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to donate any unwanted clothing or shoes to our  
textiles bin located near the front entrance of the school. 

If anybody would like to join ‘Friends of Wrestlingworth Lower 
school’ everyone is welcome. We are planning more events that the 
village can be involved with. 

For information email 

Wrestlingworthpta@gmail.com 

Natalie Basta 

More Bus News 

The Ivel Sprinter voluntary community bus services has a bus that comes 

via Potton to Wrestlingworth and then onto Cambridge. The service is on a 

Wednesday only and leaves Wrestlingworth crossroads at 09:40 arriving in  

Cambridge at 10:15. The return leaves Cambridge at 14:03 reaching the       

crossroads at 14:33. It can be hailed to stop at any safe point. For details 

please visit www.ivelsprinter.org.uk 
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Beware the tigers in your garden! 
 
Ian Woiwod of the Parish Walking and Wildlife Group    
explains why we should all be more moth-aware.  

It may surprise you to know that you probably have tigers in your garden, 
and I don't mean your neighbour's tabby. I am instead talking about Tiger 
Moths. Although only a small family of moths, they are some of the most 
spectacular ones in Britain. 

Unfortunately, you are probably too late to find 
the stunning Garden Tiger itself because of its 
rarity nowadays. Until recently it was a species 
to be found frequently in local gardens. Indeed,  
I caught it regularly in my Cockayne Hatley   
garden between 1976 and 1997, but none since. 
This disappearance was widespread in southern 
Britain at that time and last year only a single 
individual was seen in the whole of                
Bedfordshire. The large showy adults are nocturnal, but gardeners would 
frequently come across their hairy poisonous caterpillars, known as “woolly 
bears” and it is thought that recent mild wet winters probably affected     
overwintering survival of these. This  species has become a bit of a “canary 
in a cage” as its sudden decline led to the discovery of a national decline in 
many moth species and is also implicated in recent disappearance of      
Cuckoos, as the caterpillars are their favourite food.  

However, not all is bad news, and several tiger 
moths are doing rather well. Probably the most 
familiar is the Cinnabar Moth, whose Ragwort   
feeding yellow and black striped caterpillars are 
often to be found locally. The colourful adult is 
nocturnal but can frequently be disturbed during 
the day. This photo was taken at                 
Wrestlingworth's Lousy Bush Nature Reserve. 

 

Another common species is the    
Ruby Tiger. A smaller moth that 
shows its warning red colour and 
pretends to be dead when disturbed, 
as shown in this photo also from 
Lousy Bush. You probably have this 
breeding in your garden, but don't 
even know it as it only flies at night. 
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  Last but not least there are two large colourful day-flying species that are 
coming our way, if not already here.  

The first of these is the Jersey Tiger. 
It has long been a resident of the 
Channel Isles and along the south 
coast of England. Recently it has been 
rapidly expanding its range and it 
reached Bedfordshire only a few 
years ago. This one was caught and 
photographed by Steve Thompson 
last year at the John O'Gaunt Golf 
Club. You can see the striped pattern 
on this species that gives tiger moths 

their name. Look out for it on your garden Buddleia this year. 

The last one to keep an eye out for is the  
Scarlet Tiger.  

Again, this is a species spreading into the 
county from the west. This photo was taken  
by Andy Banthorpe at a nature reserve in   
Maulden and last year the species was        
recorded in Biggleswade. So it should be in 
our gardens soon as its caterpillars feed on 
Green Alkanet, a common garden plant.  

If anyone sees either of these last two species, 
please take a photo, let me know and enjoy 
your fantastic garden tigers.                     

Ian Woiwod on behalf of the PWWG 

The next monthly walks organised by the PWWG, to which all are welcome, 
take place on: 

Sunday June 17th Dragonfly-hunting at the Danish Camp, Willington.        
A walk of approximately five miles. Meet at the Danish Camp Car Park at 
10am. 

Sunday July 15th Wimpole Linear Walk – drive/lifts to Wimpole, walk back 
to The Chequers, Wrestlingworth for about 1.30pm. Meet at Wimpole car 
park at 10am. 

For further details and information on lifts/car-sharing to the walks contact 
Robin Barratt on 07768 340599. Like us on Facebook and visit our website 
www.pwwg.org.uk 
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SPRING AND SUMMER AT THE WI 
 
There’s a lot to mention since our Annual Meeting 
in March when our County Federation Chairman 
visited us despite the nasty weather. 
 
Our WI Darts Team (yes, we play darts!) reached 
the County Final but unfortunately despite      
Sheila Brown scoring 100 points they didn’t win.  

She only stood in at the last minute having not played before thus making it even 
more remarkable. 
 
We received a letter from Elaine, Freda Walker’s daughter thanking us for the 
“Memory Book’ we had compiled to help with her mother’s dementia. It seems to be 
jogging her memory a little and gives them something to talk about on her daily   
visits. 
 
There is to be a walking ‘Treasure Hunt’ around Potton in July followed by a fish and 
chip supper which our members have been invited to join – if you are interested let 
our Secretary know at our next meeting. 
 
Our April meeting hosted Bill Hamilton ‘Man on the Spot’. Dundee born Bill was a 
born communicator telling of his first job as a sports reporter earning £5.10.00 a 
week for a Fife newspaper, becoming Sports Editor to the Northern Daily Mail, his 
terrifying first live report on Tyne Tees TV, reporting for BBC Scotland and then 
becoming a BBC Foreign Correspondent. His coup at being the first Foreign         
Correspondent to get into Albania after decades of dictatorship and the collapse of 
communism opened the world’s eyes to how the Albanians had suffered. His slides 
of six babies sharing the only incubator in Tiranha hospital and six prisoners sleeping 
on the concrete floor of an unheated cell with only one tiny window were shocking.  
It wasn’t all doom and gloom, however, he had taken other photographs, the most 
amusing of which was a crowded platform at St. Albans station. Everybody except 
one man was looking at their mobile phones!  It demonstrated the thirst for instant 
news, 24/7, at your fingertips, and even sometimes those involved in the news as it 

was happening taking the pictures.  He was a 
most entertaining speaker. 
 
Our President, Elizabeth Jarvis (pictured left), 
along with a few other Bedfordshire WI’s who 
have also reached this milestone, received a    
certificate celebrating our Centenary Year at the 
Annual Council Meeting in Bedford at the end  
of April.   
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  The guest speaker at this occasion was David 
Whitely (pictured right) presenter of BBC1’s 
“Inside Out”, and occasionally “Look East”,  
and “Treasure Hunt” for Radio Norfolk, all of 
which celebrate the local stories of East Anglia 
– he was most entertaining.   
 
At the end of the meeting the retiring County 
Chairman (sorry, I refuse to refer people as 
‘Chairs’) introduced her successor Sally Ball 
and the new Board of Trustees who will hold 
the reins of BCFWI  until 2020. As a final  
flourish the young man in charge of the sound 
system accidentally started to play the first few 
bars of “Rule Britannia” instead of the 
“National Anthem” and we all had a good laugh.! 
 
Our May meeting will be over and done with by this publication and in June we are 
holding our “Meeting on Wheels” - a day trip to Barnsdale Gardens.  After that we 
are back to holding our meetings at 7.45 pm on the third Tuesday of the month in the 
Memorial Hall, so any new ladies to the village and I have seen a few “Sold” signs 
so there must be a few, come and meet us and make a few new friends over a cup of 
tea.   
 

Carolyn Driver  

 Poppy Walk for Honour 2018 

Calling families, dog walkers and ramblers! Get walking 
and raise funds for The Royal British Legion,                
Bedfordshire’s Poppy Walk for Honour, The Poppy Walk 
returns to commemorate the end of the First World War 
and to say thank you to the First World War generation- all 
who served, sacrificed and changed our world.                     

Come to Bedford Priory Country Park in Bedford, Barkers Lane, Bedford 
MK41 9SH on Sunday 12th August, 2018. Join the Poppy Walk Squad and 
be part of the fun! 

We will be gathering at Visitor Centre at Priory Country Park Bedford from 
11.00am to embark upon a choice of two routes, 2km, which is wheel chair 
and push chair friendly or 10km for those that really want to stretch their 
legs.  

Register online at: bedspoppywalkforhonour.co.uk or upon arrival on 
the day. For more information please contact:- 

Michael Lewis Community Fundraiser Bedfordshire EAZ99 

Mobile: 07768252906 Email: MLewis@britishlegion.org.uk 

mailto:MLewis@britishlegion.org.uk
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Local Independent Central             
Bedfordshire Councillor Adam 
Zerny's latest email newsletter is now 
available; it includes the latest on  
Central Beds latest Council Tax      
increase, more on the CBC Local 
Plan and some good news about      
resurfacing at the Wrestlingworth 
crossroads and an update on road    
closures near Eyeworth. As always the 
newsletter will include a round-up of 
up-and-coming local events. To get it 

directly, join the mailing list by emailing him at  

adamzerny@hotmail.co.uk or  

visit the website www.adamzerny.co.uk.  

 

For the latest news, follow him on twitter @adamzerny or  

facebook - cllr adam zerny .  

 

 

All Saints’ Eyeworth 

 ‘The Church in the 

Fields’ 

Please check the church notice board for details of services or ring the 
Church Warden Mrs Wendy Robinson on 01767 631283. You can  
also call the Revd Carole Johnson on 01767 699934. 

10th June:   Parish Eucharist at 9-30am  
17th June:   Benefice Eucharist at 9-30am 
24th June:   Sunday Praise at 3-00pm 
 
8th July:   Parish Eucharist at 9-30am  
22nd July:   Sunday Praise at 3-00pm 

mailto:adamzerny@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.adamzerny.co.uk/
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Trial and error cooking by Gordon Blue (assisted 
by Egon Ronnie) 

MEDITERRANEAN SURPRISE (Serves two or three people) 

  
This recipe is basically a hot potato salad! 
Ingredients:- 
One or two peppers (any colour, but see below) 
Sprinkling of gravy granules 
Two sliced tomatoes 
Sprinkling of basil 
Four rashers of bacon 
1 medium sized onion 
Approximately three medium sized potatoes 
  
Method 
After removing the seeds, cut the peppers into bite size pieces and line a  
baking dish or tin with them. Any colour pepper will do but I prefer red and 
green ones. Then sprinkle some gravy granules over them. Next spread the 
sliced tomatoes on top of the peppers and add a sprinkling of basil on top. 
  
Then cut the bacon into small parts and add them on top of the other         
ingredients used so far and then add the sliced onion. Finally cover           
everything with sliced potatoes, so that they protect the other ingredients 
from burning when they are cooked. 
  
Cover your baking dish or tin with foil and cook on a full heat for about 
30/40 minutes or until the potatoes are soft. Then remove the foil and cook 
for another 15/20 minutes, also on full heat, until the potatoes are browned. 
  
Then serve by removing the potatoes first of all. The remaining ingredients 
should be stirred before serving. They will have produced liquid which when 
mingled with the gravy granules and the basil will produce a tangy sauce 
which will complement everything nicely. 
   
Egon Ronnie comments:- 
You could make this meal with mince, rather than bacon. If so use a stock 
cube rather than gravy granules to get the tang. I tried using a stock cube 
when using bacon and for me the saltiness contained in the bacon, peppers 
and stock cube was too overpowering. Also if you cook this meal in a baking 
tin you will find than one of the ingredients, probably the peppers, also acts 
as a cleaning agent and the tin will look like new when you come to do the 
washing up! 
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CLAYTON FAMILY BUTCHERS 
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TRADES DIRECTORY 
 

 
 
To be added to the above list, please supply your name, trade (i.e.  Plumber)     
and telephone number(s) to the editor  by emailing:- villagelink@zoho.com  
There is a small charge of £10 P.A. for entries. This does not apply to those    
traders with other display advertising in the Village Link. Our thanks to all of the 
traders who support the Village Link, if you do need their services please let them 
know how you found them. 
 
 

Name Trade Contact 

Paul Rowley Carpentry 07885 302557 or 01767 631656 
rowleycarpentry30@gmail.com 

Claire Lawrence Animal Portrait Artist 01767 631560 
www.clairelawrence.co.uk 

Brian Auty 5 Star Pet Services 07779 101698 
www.5starpetservice.co.uk 

Donna Bubear Ironing Services 01767 631850 

Mrs. A Fryatt 
BEd, MA, APC 

Specialist Dyslexia 
Assessor & Tutor 

01767 631123 
www.assessment-for-dyslexia.co.uk 

Geoff Swinden Home Delivery 
Newsagent 

01767 631231 

Mary Swinden Florist 01767 631231 

Sushma Patel Crystal Therapist 01767 631825 or 07970 000095 
www.amethystcave.co.uk 

Melvyn        
Robinson 

Painter, Decorator & 
Gardener 

01767 631283 or 07506 536298 

Ben Searle Elm Park Double 
Glazing 

01767 631569 

Charles Millard Cambridgeshire 
Chauffeurs 

01767 631096 
www.cambridgeshirechauffeurs.co.uk 

Mark Atkins All Green  
Landscapes 

01767 651126 
www.allgreenlandscapes.co.uk 

Frazer Dewey Oil Boiler Services 01767 631746 or 07968 956977 
www.abacusoilexperts.co.uk 

Michael Slevin Gutter Cleaning 0800 316 8167 
www.highwash.co.uk 

Dave Computer Repairs 01767 631014 
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