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e-mail us at: villagelink@zoho.com 

ISSUE 152                                                         June –July 2017 

EDITORIAL 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed content for this edition.  

I do hope you like the new, and hopefully regular, cookery feature 
from our very own ‘Gordon Blue’. 

The cover picture was  submitted by Angela Kennedy; hopefully by 
the time you read this, the wind will have turned again and the warm 
summer weather will be upon us. The perfect time for all those       
outdoor events, so please do send us your articles and pictures. 

 

My contact details are email:                      villagelink@zoho.com 

Phone:  01767  631123                               David Fryatt 

COPY DATE ISSUE 153........................….…...   6 July 2017 

PUBLICATION DATE ISSUE 153..................… 27 July 2017 

OUR KIND SPONSORS 

Women's Institute      St Peter’s Church 

Parish Walking and Wildlife Group           The Chequers Pub 

Wrestlingworth Goodwill Fund                  Carpet Bowls Club 

Wrestlingworth History Society             Memorial Hall 

St John’s Church, Cockayne Hatley    Parish Council         
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S T  J O H N  T H E

B A P T I S T

C H U R C H ,

C O C K A Y N E

H A T L E Y

S E R V I C E S

1 s t   S u n d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h  a t  9 a m   -
H o l y  C o m m u n i o n .

2 n d  a n d  4 t h  S u n d a y s  o f  t h e  m o n t h

3 p m  E v e n s o n g  i n  w i n t e r  t i m e  a n d  6 p m

E v e n s o n g  i n  s u m m e r  t i m e .

I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  5 t h  S u n d a y  i n  t h e

m o n t h ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  s e r v i c e .

S h a r o n  W e s t o n
0 1 7 6 7  6 3 1 6 0 8

1st Sunday of the month at 9am–     

Holy Communion. 

2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays of the month 

3pm Evensong in winter time and 

6pm Evensong in summer time. 

In the event of a 5th Sunday in the 

month, there is no service. 
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Dates for Your Diary 

Please email your diary dates to villagelink@zoho.com. We want to include all  

relevant events but do rely on your input; if you don’t tell us, we might not know 

about your event.  We would also like your articles and suggestions for future    

content, why not tell us about your interesting pets or animals? We would love to 

hear about any other events, clubs or organisations we are not already featuring.  

PLEASE NOTE 
  The views contained in the articles within this publication do not  

 necessarily represent the views of the publisher or the members of the        

editorial committee. 

 
  

June  
3rd Mad Hatley Tea Party Cockayne Hatley 12 noon to 5pm 

4th Pub Quiz at The Chequers 8pm 

8th WI Outing to Kathy Brown’s garden at Stebbington (Note Thursday) 

18th Big Village Garage Sale Wrestlingworth 10-00am to 2-00pm 

18th PWWG Walk Hinxworth Meet at Dunton Church at10am 

18th Music Night at The Chequers from 6-30pm 

19th  Parish Council Meeting at Wrestlingworth Memorial Hall 7-30pm 

26th Closing date for submissions on Neighbourhood Plan to CBC 

July  
2nd Pub Quiz at The Chequers 8pm 

6th Copy deadline for the August/ September edition of the Village Link 

7th BBQ Picnic & Games, Wrestlingworth School 3-30pm to 5-30pm 

9th Summer Fayre at St Mary Magdalene Dunton from 11-30am 

16th PWWG Geology Walk  from The Chequers 10am 

16th Music Night at The Chequers from 6-30pm 

18th WI Meeting at Wrestlingworth Memorial Hall at 7-30pm 

20th History Society Escorted Walk in Potton (Connie Walker 631450) 

26th Teddy Bears Picnic at St Peters Wrestlingworth 2-30pm 
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All Saints’ Eyeworth 

 ‘The Church in the Fields’ 

            www.dewbenefice.com 

Sunday Services for June & July 2017 and other news. 
 
June  

4th  3pm Sunday Praise  

11th  9.30am Parish Eucharist 

18th  11am Benefice Eucharist at Wrestlingworth 

25th     11am Patronal Festival at Wrestlingworth 

28th  2.30pm Little Fishes at Wrestlingworth* 

July 

2nd  3pm Sunday Praise 

9th   9.30am Parish Eucharist 

16th  9.30am Benefice Eucharist at Eyeworth 

23rd   3pm Sunday Praise 

26th  2.30pm Little Fishes at Wrestlingworth* 

30th  9.30am Benefice Sunday Praise/Family Communion 

 

*Little Fishes is a new group for pre-school babies and toddlers at St Peter’s     
Wrestlingworth on the 4th Wednesday in term time. We meet at 2.30pm for a time of 
soft play, a Bible story and songs. Refreshments are served and we aim to end in 
time to pick up older children from school. Little Fishes on July 26th will be a Teddy 
Bear’s Picnic. If it’s fine we will sit in the churchyard. Bring a blanket, a little  
something to eat and a Teddy! 

Please check the weekly notices sheet or web site for any changes or additions. 

 

On Tuesday April 25th we held a service of Thanksgiving in church for the life of 
Marion Robertson who had lived in the village for several years. Marion took part in 
and supported village events as well as being a regular member of All Saint’s      
congregation. Her family joined a large congregation as we gave thanks for Marion 
and commended her to God’s loving care. May she rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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St John the Baptist Church - Cockayne Hatley   

A round up of the events that have taken place during the last year associated 
with the church and around the village. 

Gloria and Tony Crossley continue to give detailed talks on the history and the 
woodwork of the church. The Mothers Union Cambridge and The Guilden Morden 
W.I were delighted and enlightened by the vast amount of information gained on 
their visit.  

The Potton Girl Guides spent time taking brass rubbings. 

To celebrate the Queen's 90th birthday in June, St Johns held an Open Day. Brave 
visitors were able to climb to the top of the tower. There was also a sale of the late 
Rosemary Cockayne's paintings.  

The Safari Lunch took place in July with 54 guests attending 5 houses for the     
different courses. 

The popular jazz concert also took place in August. The Marais concerts in May and 
December saw the church full. The demand for tickets was such that this year there 
will be an extra concert. 

The Harvest Festival in September saw a bountiful array of produce which was 
boxed and auctioned. 

The annual Autumn Fair brought in the crowds and helped raise further funds.  

Half of the proceeds from the fundraising events are donated to different charities. 

Isla Woiwod photographed the east window which was then reproduced onto  
Christmas cards which were on sale in the church.  

The friends of the church continue to work behind the scenes with preparation for 
events and assisting with many unseen tasks. 

The restoration of an ancient and beautiful church is ceaseless. The plans for the 
forthcoming year are to rebuild the battlements on the north isle roof. 

The friends will continue to raise funds for ongoing restoration. 

Sharon Weston          

You are more than welcome to visit us and join in the services as above. Check out 
our page on the Benefice web site www.dewbenefice.com or read the church notice 
board for any changes to these dates and new ones which may be planned. 

Plans for the replacement roof are continuing – there is still no date for the start of 
work. Grants are being sought and planning permission has been granted. 

If you would like the Rector (Canon Lindsay Dew) to visit please do contact him on 
either 01462 743617 or lindsay.dew@btinternet.com or 07545878082. He is always 
happy to respond to pastoral need in the parish.  

                                                                                               Canon Lindsay Dew 

http://www.dewbenefice.com
mailto:lindsay.dew@btinternet.com
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 Local Independent Central Bedfordshire Councillor 
Adam Zerny's latest email newsletter is now        
available; it includes the latest on local broadband, 
and update on plans to consider moving the A428 
closer to Potton and Wrestlingworth, plus news 
on potential development in our area, road closures 
and Council Tax. As always the newsletter will      

include a round-up of up-and-coming local events. To get it directly, 
join the mailing list by emailing him at adamzerny@hotmail.co.uk or 
visit the website www.adamzerny.co.uk. For the latest news, follow 
him on twitter @adamzerny or Facebook - Cllr Adam Zerny .  

WRESTLINGWORTH GOODWILL FUND MEMORIES 
 

While delivering our last issue of ‘Village Link’ to Hatley Road, I 
chatted to a man over his front gate.  He asked me how long I’d lived 
in Wrestlingworth, I told him since 1971, because he had recently 
been reading a biography of actress Hattie Jacques and he couldn’t 
believe his eyes when he saw she had visited a fete in                  
Wrestlingworth. Did I remember it? 
 
“Oh, yes,” I replied. “She came to open the Goodwill Show and Sale 
held at The Chequers years ago. She was great fun and spent a lot of 
money on the various stalls.” 
 
Which reminded me of other celebrities who had also come to open 
the Goodwill Show. Pop singer Marty Wilde 
for example who had judged the children’s 
fancy dress competition, and TV actress    
Sheila Bernette. In my archives I have a mag-
azine article written by Deidre Sanders who 
now appears on ITV’s “This Morning.” Sheila 
is sitting on the knee of a man in a gorilla suit!  
Possibly Dave Standing of Tadlow or Dave 
Smallridge of Orchard Cottage was inside it. 
Does anyone remember any other celebrity 
who came to the Goodwill Show over the 
years, I wonder? 
 
Carolyn Driver 

mailto:adamzerny@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.adamzerny.co.uk/
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Community Notices 

Eyeworth Village Hall 

Thank you to all those who kindly donated bottles to the Eyeworth 

Village Hall Fund. These were sold at the Ickworth May Day Fair and 

raised a staggering £712. 

In Memory of Ethne Lillian Chater 

1st June 1933 to 2nd April 2017 

She will be sorely missed by husband Alan, their children Simon and 

Rachel, their seven grandchildren and two great-grandchildren,       

together with her many friends in Wrestlingworth. 

 Derek H Walker 

We would like to thank everybody who came to bid farewell to Derek 

at St Peter’s Church on 12th April. We were overwhelmed by the  

numbers and all the kind words you had to say about him. 

Special thanks to Revd Lindsay Dew for his help and support, to  

Catherine and Jan for looking after the flowers, to John for              

supervising the parking and to Mick for his moving tribute.  

We would also like to acknowledge your friendship towards Derek 

and Freda throughout the 53 years they lived in the village and       

particularly to thank those who gave their time to visit both Derek  

and Freda over the last few months as they both became less able.     

             Janice Osborn and Elaine Lippiatt (nee Walker) 

Biggleswade Chronicle 

Following Kevin Millard’s move to pastures new, we have a new   
correspondent for the ‘Around the Villages’ section of the               
Biggleswade Chronicle.  
For any events to be inserted please send to Val Cooper at 
Val.cooper123@btinternet.com by Monday afternoon of each week.   
Many thanks to Kevin who has carried out this role for several years 
and we wish him and his family joy in their new home. 
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 Trial and Error Cooking by Gordon Blue  

This is a series of articles designed mainly for people who can’t cook very well, but 
would like to. They are also for young people just starting out and for people who 
would like to make something nice to eat but really don’t have that much time. They 
are not particularly designed for people who can cook as they will probably know 
my recipes anyway and prepare them better than I do. However, if you stay with me 
then you too may learn something. 

When I first started cooking in my teenage years and later on when I got in late and 
wanted something quick and easy to knock up, I experimented a lot, often dependant 
on what there was left over in the fridge. Some of my recipes worked and some  
didn’t, hence the Trial and Error Cooking title of these articles. In my latter years I 
have tried new things, some of which have taken quite a few goes to get right, so        
Delia Smith and myself wouldn’t particularly hit it off! 

So to start with and with summer in mind I’ll begin with something easy. 

BANANA ICE CREAM 

Ingredients:- 

One 300mls carton of double cream 
3 egg whites 
Icing sugar (to taste) 
One or two bananas. 
Method:- 

• Whisk up (with a food processor if you have one) the double cream. This will 
take a bit of time, but if using a hand whisk it will be done when it is so thick that 
the whisk will no longer work. 

• Next whisk up the egg whites. Easier said than done! Crack open each egg into a 
cup, initially to check if the egg is good or bad. Then pour the egg over your   
fingers so that the egg white drops into the mixing bowl and the yolk stays in 
your hand. Once you have repeated the same process with each egg, whisk the 
egg whites up again until they too are white and fluffy. 

• Then gradually fold the whisked egg white mixture into the whisked double 
cream. Then gradually add icing sugar, more or less, depending on how sweet 
you like your ice cream. Taste the mixture to your satisfaction as you go along.  

• Finally pulp up one or two bananas until they are almost in liquid form. This is   
easier to do than it seems. Then stir in the ice cream mixture you have already 
made.  

• Then freeze for at least 45 minutes, or for as long as you like. You will find that 
the amount of ice cream you have made far exceeds your ingredients. When it 
comes to serving the ice cream you will find it rock hard when you remove it 
from the freezer. So you may want to take it out of the freezer before you start the 
first course of your meal, as it will be then slightly easier to scoop out of the bowl 
you have made it in. 

Egon Ronnie comments:- 
I loved your recipe Gordon, but my friends Sam and Ella were a bit worried about 
using raw eggs. I just told them that I haven’t died from using them, so far! 
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The Land of Cockaigne 

The Cockayne family of Cockayne Hatley originated from the south of France, in an 
area where ancient French poetry places the “Land of Cockaigne” – a mythical land 
of peace and plenty, complete with rivers of wine.  Other early sources place this 
land to the east of Spain – perhaps another reference to “Atlantis”. One manuscript, 
probably originating from Ireland in the 14th century, is typical - it describes a    
wonderful land, ruled by the abbot of the monastery located there: 

COCKAYNE HATLEY CORNER 

A painting by Breugel the Elder in 1567 provides a pictorial view of this paradise. It 
depicts three people, a clerk, a farmer and a soldier, laying on the ground, exhausted 
after sampling the pleasures  of Cockaigne. The fence behind the scene is made of 
sausages, and a roasted pig is seen running and ready to be eaten. Other food 
abounds – cooked pigeon, pies  pudding – and wine.  

Although not having such a range of      
delights, we (the villagers and  past        
villagers) feel that we have something of the 
Land of Cockaigne in Bedfordshire. We can        
subscribe to the view of  Lady Diana 
Cooper who spent her childhood in the   
village and wrote  “The celestial light shone 
most brightly at Cockayne Hatley”. 

Tony Crossley.  April 2017 

Far out to sea and west of Spain 

There is a country named Cockaygne 

No place on earth compares to this 

For sheer delightfulness and bliss 

Though Paradise is fair and bright 

Cockaygne is a fairer sight 

  

But Cockaygne offers better fare 

And without worry, work, or care 

The food is good, the drink flows free 

At lunchtime, suppertime, and tea. 

Many birds there tell their tale, 

Throstle, thrush, and nightingale 

Skylark and golden oriole 

And other birds and endless roll, 

That never cease by day or night 

Sweetly to sing with all their might 

And still I’ve more to tell of it; 

The geese when roasted on the spit 

Fly to the Abbey (believe it or not) 

And cry out “Geese, all hot, all hot!” 

With garlic in great quantity, 

The best- dressed geese a man could see 

The larks are known to do the same - 

Land in your mouth all cooked and tame 
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Services  
   
  4 June:  11.00am Whit Sunday, Parish Eucharist  

11 June:  11.00am Trinity Sunday, Sunday Praise 

18 June:  11.00am Benefice Eucharist at St Peter's 

25 June:  11.00am St Peter's Patronal Festival Eucharist   

28 June:  2.30pm Little Fishes * 

   2 July:  11.00am Parish Eucharist  

   9 July:  11.00am Sunday Praise 

 16 July:  11.00am Benefice Eucharist at All Saints, Eyeworth 

 23 July:  11.00am Parish Eucharist        

 26 July:  2.30pm Little Fishes – Teddy Bear’s Picnic * 

 30 July:  9.30 Benefice Eucharist at St Mary Magdalene, Dunton       

* Little Fishes (4th Wednesdays at 2.30pm) is a short time of play, Bible story and 
song with refreshments for pre-school babies and toddlers. The July session is a  
Teddy Bear’s Picnic. If fine we will sit in the churchyard. Bring blankets, food and a 
Teddy! 

Please check the notice board, the weekly notices sheet or our web site for any 
changes or additions. 

St Peter's News  

On 12 April, the church was packed with family, 
friends and villagers for the memorial service  
celebrating the life of Derek Walker following 
his cremation earlier in the day.                         
The Rev Canon Lindsay Dew and Mick Bister 
gave eulogies, on behalf of the family and the 
community respectively, which echoed the high 
esteem held by everyone who knew him and who 
had been touched in some way by his generosity, 
his community spirit and his tireless desire to help 
others.  

His sense of humour was legendary and visible to 
the very end as his coffin was  dispatched. 

 
  
St Peter’s Church, Wrestlingworth 
www.dewbenefice.com 
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After the service on 23 April the congregation bade a very emotional farewell to 
Heather Williams as she left with her family to start a new life in Toronto. 
Heather had been organist at St Peter's for over five years and had supported the 
church both at services and in fundraising with her talented musicianship. Heather 
was presented with a framed photograph of her seated at the organ and some    
Canadian 'pocket money' for herself and her family. A beautiful cake and glasses 
of bubbly were consumed to mark the occasion. 

We wish them all a very happy, long 
and successful life in Canada. 

We are delighted to announce that at the 
Annual Meeting held on Wednesday 26 
April, Karen Nurse was elected as 
churchwarden. Lindsay and the PCC 
expressed their gratitude to Karen for 
taking on this crucial role in the life of 
St Peter's church.  

Heather Williams with husband, Simon, 
and children Isla and Isaac. 

            Mick Bister 

Vehicle speeds in and around 

Wrestlingworth 

Several initiatives to reduce vehicle speed around 
the Village have been put in place by           
Wrestlingworth & Cockayne Hatley Parish  
Council. Speed control measures at the B1042 
crossroads are currently in the planning stage by 
Central Bedfordshire Council and a rural match funding application for a speed   
reduction system in Wrestlingworth High Street is also going ahead. It is hoped that 
both measures will be in place by the middle of this year.    

In addition, Community Speed Watch signs have now been installed around      
Wrestlingworth to support the local Speed Watch group. 

The Speed Watch group has been in operation since 2016, during this time 19    
monitoring exercises were undertaken with 115 vehicles identified as travelling in 
excess of 35mph in a 30 mph limit, the fastest was registered at 47 mph. These     
motorists have received warning letters from Bedfordshire Police and further action 
can be taken if the offence is repeated. 

The Speed Watch group is in operation again this year but still needs more           
volunteers, if you are concerned about traffic speeds through the Village then please 
consider joining this scheme, you only need to spend an hour of your time as and 
when you are available as little or as often as you want. For further information 
please contact nigeldodgson@btinternet.com or telephone 01767 631 643. 

Nigel Dodgson 
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Bee Aware 

Bees have been much in the news recently and hardly a week goes by 
without newspaper articles or television and radio programmes pointing 
out their importance as plant pollinators before ringing alarm bells 
about declines in their numbers. So what are 'bees' anyway and what 
can we do to help them survive and prosper. 

The term bee is a general term for a large group of insects. 
People will be most familiar with the cultivated Honey Bee 
whose hives provide honey for us and are often additionally 
used to aid pollination, particularly of fruit crops (such as the 
apples here on the left). 

The other well-known social group of bees are the much 
loved wild Bumblebees and it is often these that are being 
referred to when concerns about declines in bee numbers are 

expressed. These are certainly important pollinators of crops, but are particularly important in 
ensuring adequate pollination of wildflowers, such as the rare 
Pasque Flower being pollinated here by the Common Garden 
Bumblebee on Royston Heath (pictured right). 

Altogether there are 27 species of Bumblebees in the UK, 
some of which can be difficult to tell apart. Two distinctive 
species in our parish that are worth looking out for are the 

Tree Bumblebee (below left), 
which wasn't known in Britain   
before 2000 but is now    
widespread. Its orange middle and white tail make it easy to      
identify. It nests in tree holes but also in bird nest boxes, so be 
careful when opening such boxes as this species is unusually 
aggressive and will sting if its nest is disturbed.  

 The rarer Bumblebee to look out for 
locally is the all-black form Large   

Garden Bumblebee, a long-tongued bee that is attracted to flowers with 
deep sources of nectar such as this Purple Vetch. Despite being         
considered rare it has been seen in Wrestlingworth and this photo (right) 
is from Cockayne Hatley. 

However Honey and Bumble bees are not the whole story as they cover 
only about 10% of the  British Isles bee fauna of 275 species. Many of 

these are solitary and very small, such as 
Mining, Mason and Nomad Bees, but 
despite their size they can also be     
important pollinators and will be found 
commonly in gardens if looked for carefully. One of the larger 
and most obvious of these solitary bees is the attractive Honey 
Bee-sized Tawny Mining Bee (see photo left) which is found 
commonly in gardens in the Spring. 

As with much of our wildlife, bees have probably been in 
decline for at least the last 70 years although this is only now getting the attention it deserves. 
The reasons are complex and include, air pollution, loss of flower-rich hay meadows and 
many aspects of agricultural intensification resulting in a general loss of wildflowers and    
suitable nesting sites in the countryside.  This is where anyone with a garden or even just a  
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 window box can help by providing a wide range of  nectar and pollen-rich flowers throughout 
the year, and also allowing an area of the garden to be left unkempt  for them to nest in.                   
Further information about how to provide bee friendly gardens is now widely available on the 
internet (e.g. https://bumblebeeconservation.org/get-involved/gardening-for-bees). 

Ian Woiwod PWWG 

The next walks organised and led by members of the Parish Walking and Wildlife Group take 
in the area around Hinxworth on Sunday June 18th led by Val Cooper, and on July 16th there 
will be a local expert-led Geology walk. All walks are open to all and new walkers are      
especially welcome.                                                                                                                   
For more information and further details contact Robin Barratt on 07768 340599.  

Wrestlingworth Youth Club 
Wow, what an amazing few months we have had! Apart from all the fun we have at the youth 

club on a weekly basis we made some lovely fairy gardens for 
Mother's day (left). We had a visit from the local CPSO who   
allowed the children to go into the police car, and try on the    
uniform. 
We only met up twice over April as we had the Easter break, but 
since then we have done so much. Darren Williams arranged with 
Fiona and Michael for the younger group to 
come and see the new-born lambs, where we 
got to hold and feed the lambs, Fiona and  
Michael were excellent hosts giving us lots of 

information about the lambs and the sheep, it made for an interesting  
experience for all of us, and it was all on our doorstep. Fiona and Michael 
had trouble naming a lamb as they had been thinking up lots of names so 
they offered us a competition, ‘Name the lamb’. We had lots of fantastic 
drawings and name suggestions, which were given to Fiona and Michael 
to choose from. The winning name was Sheela and chosen by Amelia 
Hughes. 
 
Matt Holstein who was going to run a half marathon to raise money for the youth club, 
popped into see us as well. Unfortunately he has a knee injury, so was unable to run the half 
marathon, but it was great when Matt popped in as he explained to the children about     
warming up and doing exercises. Matt timed the children running and medals were given, 
Matt provided all the medals and provided a cup for the fastest runner. 
 
Whilst talking about fundraising, a big thank you to Sally Stone who ran a craft sale in the 
Memorial Hall in April, to raise money for Autism Avenue and Wrestlingworth youth clubs, 
we raised £82.00 on the day. Autism Avenue is a great group where parents can come      
together to gain information and support network for family members who have Autism. 
The Easter raffle in the Chequers raised a fantastic £141.00 Thank you to Dave and Carin and 
the bar staff team who sold the raffle tickets. A big thank you to Ronnie and Jeanette who 
donated the Easter egg prize. 
 
Coming up over the next few months we will be covering Road safety, going for a walk to see 
where our bird boxes are that we made, and past the lambs to check how they are growing, 
Friendship week, arts and crafts and a camp is in the planning as well. We will be running up 
until 20th July and then breaking up for the summer holidays. We shall be holding some 
events over the summer holidays, so keep an eye on the notice boards around the village. The 
Memorial Hall is having a new kitchen fitted over the summer holidays so any meet ups will 
not be at the Memorial Hall until September,  

Many thanks Debbie 
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An Aussie’s View of Village Life 

In 1950, I was born a true Cockney, with a love of living in the East End of London. In 1982 at 
the ripe old age of 32 I whisked myself and my ever suffering wife Denise off to Sydney to 
start a new life in Australia. We now live in Perth enjoying peaceful retirement. 

Among our many good friends in the UK are the very naughty Val Cooper and her lovely 
mum, Rosemary, both of Wrestlingworth and both of whom have stayed with us down under. 
So, wanting to catch up, Denise and I jumped on to a plane to make the 9040 mile journey 
from Perth to Wrestlingworth – to experience UK village life in the 21st century. 

We have not been disappointed! Our first stop after hooking up with Val was to pick up    
Rosemary and whizz off down to The Chequers pub. This was my first encounter with what 
has changed in village life. The Chequers has a wonderful selection of beers to choose from 
and I knew none of them, not one, except Guinness. This was not a problem as the friendly 
group of locals offered their wide and varied recommendations to this poor deranged 
“Australian”, even better still, the lovely barmaid (who’s name I sadly missed, sorry) offered 
some sample tasters. To be honest, they were all nice as I believe there is no such thing as a 
bad beer, but I settled in for a few pints Black Swan and a good feed. Pub grub at its best. 

I’m told that The Chequers has a long history dating it back to the 17th Century. Today as 
“Rural Pub of the Year 2017” it’s also a meeting place for community groups in the village 
who often meet at this Grade 1 listed pub. These include the local Women’s Institute, the 
Goodwill Fund, the Walking and Wildlife Group, The Bowls Club and the Pre-School support 
group to name a few. Yes, village community life really is alive and well. 

Day 2 kicked off at sunrise with a splendid 18 holes of golf at John O’Gaunt, (where the sun 
shone on us for the whole round). Lunch was taken in Potton followed by a visit to            
Shuttleworth to have a look at the vintage airplanes. More friendly village people, happy to 

chat and help and yes, everybody seemed to know 
everybody else. The highlight for today however, 
was to be in the Memorial Hall that evening, where 
we were invited to attend a meeting of                
The Wrestlingworth History Society. Guest    
speaker Peter Ibbet from the Potton History      
Society lead us through the history of “Infamous      
Inhabitants of Potton”, (incidentally none of who 
were transported to Australia!!!) 

Anyway, this was just a 3 day flying visit and I 
must say I’m pleased to have made it. My        
impressions of village life are one of community 
involvement, that lovely feeling that people     
actually care for each other. I also get the feeling 
that the village people really wouldn’t mind too 
much if technology passed them by and just let 
them get on with their day to day lives. Not such a 
bad thing I would say. 

Thank you to the people of Wrestlingworth                       
for making our visit enjoyable. 

 

Ray Harris (pictured with his lovely wife Denise) 
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RECENT WI EVENTS 
 

Dionne Ible, our April speaker, arrived in a flurry of    
apologies having got lost on her way from Luton to   
Wrestlingworth.  I bet she wished she’d never come     
because her computer and overhead projector wouldn’t 

work either. Technology will always let you down!  However, her talk and      
demonstration on Mosaic making was interesting and the finished articles made in 
her particular African style were very attractive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was agreed to send flowers to long standing member Freda Walker, who has    
recently lost her husband Derek and moved to stay with her daughter in Hampshire.  
The WI have had many happy occasions in Freda and Derek’s garden in Braggs Lane 
and they will both be missed. In the past we have played croquet on the grass, whist 
in their marquee, held barbecues at which Derek did all the cooking and entertained 
Covent Garden pensioners to tea on a trip out of London. 
 
You’ve heard of Bottle Banks and Can Banks – how about Bra Banks? WI House in 
Bedford now has its very own Bra Bank!  An initiative to raise money for ‘Against 
Breast Cancer’ research as well as a small family business in Africa this takes      
recycling to a new level. So members try and support it (if you excuse the            
expression) and rifle through your drawers (ooh-er, I’m getting to sound like    
Frankie Howerd) and donate your unloved and unwanted bras to a worthy cause  
instead of landfill. 
 
Our May meeting will have passed by and it is hoped that we’ll have enough people 
to visit Kathy Brown’s Garden in Stevington in June.  If not, I’ll see you in July 
when tales of the 1914 friendly Scottish invasion of Bedfordshire will be the topic.  
If you want to know anything else about our activities, ring Lesley May (our new 
Secretary) on 631259. 

Carolyn Driver                                                               
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Wrestlingworth VC Lower School and 

Friends of Wrestlingworth Lower 

School Association. 
The children enjoyed a great fancy dress disco for which Mr 

Mardle provided the music, smoke and even bubbles!               

A big thank you to Mr Mardle as we all had a great time.  

We would like to say a big thank you to the Village Pub Quiz organisers,             

specifically Jim Hawkins and Clive Bird, as the monies they raise from this has paid 

for a new garden shed in the school. The previous shed had been in situ for 30 plus 

years and has seen the school garden given the RHS Five Star School Garden 

Award. We hope the new garden shed yields as much success. Also, a big thank you 

to Dave Jordan and the Knibbs Family for putting the shed together – a great job, 

well done! 

The children have been busy designing the new markings for the playground. This is 

a big and expensive project.  They have done an amazing job of raising a lot of the 

money for this. We would also like to say a big ‘thank you’ to the Parish Council for 

donating money towards this exciting project.  

The 100 Club winners for April were 1st Ellen Collier, 2nd Tammy Gant and 3rd     

Mrs Sheehan, and the winners for May were 1st J Molyneux, 2nd Tammy Gant and 

3rd Heather Williams. If you would like to join our 100 Club please obtain an entry 

form from the school office. 

Fundraising events to come and ongoing: 

We would like to draw your attention to an internet site easyfundraising.org.uk that 

helps raise funds for the school. There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready 

to make a donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Sainsbury's etc.– it doesn't cost 

you a penny extra! If you have not booked a summer holiday yet, many of the main 

holiday providers are on this site. Every time you shop online, go to the               

easyfundraising site first to find the site you want and start shopping. After you’ve 

checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your cause for no extra cost    

whatsoever! There are no catches or hidden charges. So far this year we have earned 

£410 from people just buying what they would normally buy online, but going 

through the easyfundraising.org.uk website first.  

We are hosting the ‘Big Village Garage Sale’ this year, on Saturday 10th June, from 

10am – 2pm. You can clear out and sell unwanted items on your front door step, no 

need to worry about toilets, a cuppa or even getting up early. There are also tables 

available at the school and Memorial Hall if you do not wish to sell outside your 

home and for families outside of the village. There is a £5 registration fee which gets   

you marked on the map which is sold to the public for £1, so they have a guide to 

walk around the village.  
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 The maps and refreshments will be sold at the Memorial Hall. The event will be ad-

vertised in surrounding villages and towns. A registration form can be obtained from 

the school office; just drop in at any time during the school day. 

We are holding a ‘BBQ Picnic and Games’ evening on Friday 7th July, from       

3.30-5.30pm. Tickets are available from the school office at £5 per family which gets 

you access to many free activities including bouncy castle, Premier Sports activities, 

beat the buzzer, crafts table and many more. On sale will be food from the BBQ, 

cakes, ice creams, refreshments and some other games such as the bottle and sweet 

tombola.                                                                                                                      

We hope to have a textile recycling bin outside the school soon, but we are currently 

on a waiting list for the recycling bin to be installed. The school will receive money 

per weight of clothing donated to the recycling bin. Further details will be explained 

once the bin has arrived. 

Thank you to everyone for your continued support. 

 

 

From Chair of Governors- Lynne Monck 

Dunton and Wrestlingworth C of E Lower Schools. 

It is a useful time to bring you up to date with the workings of the Dunton and  

Wrestlingworth Governing Body. It is a full year since we appointed Mrs Sheehan, 

initially as acting Head and then, after a full and rigorous interview, as substantive 

Headteacher. 

Last year we decided to reduce the number of committees and instead have two full 

meetings each term (in the past we had held one meeting plus a number of          

committee meetings). We do, of course have a Finance meeting every term just   

before the full meeting, and have available a number of governors who can come 

together to make decisions on particular issues that may arise.  

However, this structure means that the whole Governing Body feel more informed 

and involved in the whole business of the school. All Governors have subject links 

which they take opportunities to discuss with the relevant members of staff and at 

times make presentations to the whole Governing Body. For example, last year we 

had presentations on Maths, English and Early Years. Many of the Governors also 

have class links and are able to come in and see the children working (of course all 

our Governors are DBS cleared).  

We also did a skills audit last year and I am happy to say that we have a very strong 

range of skills and knowledge on the Governing Body. The only slightly weaker 

area is our knowledge of local businesses, so if you are involved in businesses   

within Dunton or Wrestlingworth, please let us know. We would love to build up 

links with the schools. 
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In 2016 Mrs Sheehan held a consultation day last year to look at the vision, strengths 

and areas for development. This informs our School Development Plan and we are 

in the process of updating the Governors section of the website.   

We were very sorry to say goodbye to Heather Williams at the end of the Spring 

term, she has been such a strength inspiring the children with her infectious love of 

music. She also will be missed by the church, as organist. 

We do still have a vacancy for a Foundation Governor from Wrestlingworth, so if 

you are interested please let me know on 01767 601624. Please think about it. If you 

want to know anything about the role, don’t hesitate to let me know. 

I hope this is helpful in letting you know a little of our work and structure.  

Lynne Monck 

Neighbourhood Plan Update 

A further six week consultation on the Wrestlingworth & Cockayne Hatley     
Neighbourhood Plan was begun by Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) on 15th 
May and will run until 26th June 2017. The documents are available on the CBC 
website at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/planning/policy/neighbourhood-
planning/areas.aspx and hard copies are available to view on request at CBC's     
offices at Priory House, Chicksands.  
 
CBC is inviting comments on the Neighbourhood Plan, either by email 
to Neighbourhoood.Plans@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk or in writing to the Local 
Plan Team, Central Bedfordshire Council, Priory House, Chicksands, Shefford 
SG17 5TQ. Comments must be received no later than Monday 26th June 2017.  
 
All comments will be passed to an Examiner to be considered. If the Plan is        
successful at Examination, it will proceed to a referendum to allow residents to vote. 
If the Plan is successful at referendum, Central Bedfordshire Council will 'make' the 
Plan part of the development plan for the area and use it during the consideration of 
planning applications. If you wish to be informed of the outcome, please let CBC 
know in your comments.  
 
The Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan and supporting documents including a 
record of the responses received during the last consultation period are available to 
view on the Parish Council website                               
www.wrestlingworthandcockaynehatley-pc.gov.uk. If you commented at that stage 
you will be able to see there how the  steering group has responded.  
 
The above process will probably take some time, so we ask for your patience.       
We will keep you informed of progress.   

Sandra Williams 
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 N A O  C L E A N I N G  S E R V I C E S

 D o m e s t i c  r e g u l a r  , w e e k l y  ,
 f o r t n i g h t l y  , h o m e  c a r e  c l e a n s  
 o r  o c c a s i o n a l  c l e a n s ,  
 t e n a n c y  b e g i n n i n g  a n d
 e n d  o r  h o u s e  m o v i n g  c l e a n s ,
 a f t e r  b u i l d e r s  c l e a n s  ,
 c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  c o n t r a c t .   

 w w w . n a o c l e a n i n g s e r v i c e s . c o . u k
 n a o s e r v i c e s 1 1 1 @ g m a i l . c o m

 B r a m b l e  L o d g e
 2 9  O a k l e y  R o a d
 C l a p h a m ,  B e d s ,  M K 4 1  6 A N

 C a l l  f o r  a  f r e e  q u o t e :

0 7 4 1 1  1 3 6 6 9 1  

 N A O  B O A R D I N G  C A T T E R I E S

 f u l l y  l i c e n s e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d ,
 h e a t e d  p e n s  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  o u t s i d e  
 r u n s ,
 c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  d e l i v e r y  s e r v i c e s  
 A v a i l a b l e .

 O P E N  M O N D A Y  T O  S U N D A Y .
 w w w . n a o c a t t e r y s e r v i c e s . c o . u k
 n a o s e r v i c e s 1 1 1 @ g m a i l . c o m ;  

 B r a m b l e  L o d g e
 2 9  O a k l e y  R o a d
 C l a p h a m ,  B e d s ,  M K 4 1  6 A N

      F o r  e n q u i r i e s  p l e a s e  c a l l :

           0 7 4 1 1  1 3 6 6 9 1

 MAD HATLEY TEA PARTY 

A summer event in the garden of the Village Farmhouse, Village Road, Cockayne 
Hatley on June 3rd from 12 to 5pm. Afternoon tea with sandwiches, cakes and of 
course teas or coffees will be served and there will be a variety of stalls including 
bric-a-brac, pot plants, home made cakes and preserves and other entertainment.    
All are welcome. Proceeds will be divided between the Stroke Association and 
Cockayne Hatley Church. 

ST MARY MAGDALENE PARISH CHURCH, DUNTON 

This year’s Summer Fayre will be held on 9 July from 11.30 onwards.    

There will be a BBQ, cream teas, variety of stalls, including our famous homemade 

cakes, plus games and raffle with a wide range of prizes. Something for all the    

family to enjoy! 

In addition there will be an art competition open to all ages. The theme will be    

‘My Idea of Heaven’, with prizes for the various age groups. Entries on A4 paper 

with name and age (if under 18) on the back. 

For more information on the competition and to have a stall at the Fayre please   

contact:   Barbara Mowbray tel 01767 601157 or email catbells54@gmail.com. 

Please come along and join us – entry is free! 

Occasional home-sitter required for daytime care of pets in our home 

in Wrestlingworth. Must be reliable and trustworthy. For more details 

please phone 631123. Thank you. 
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TRADES DIRECTORY 
 

 
 
To be added to the above list, please supply your name, trade (i.e.  Plumber)     
and telephone number(s) to the editor  by emailing:- villagelink@zoho.com  
There is a small charge of £10 P.A. for entries. This does not apply to those    
traders with other display advertising in the Village Link. Our thanks to all of the 
traders who support the Village Link, if you do need their services please let them 
know how you found them. 
 

Name Trade Contact 

Paul Rowley Carpentry 07885 302557 or 01767 631656 
rowleycarpentry30@gmail.com 

Dean           
Chamberlain 

Sports & Swedish  
massage Specialist 

01767 631866 or 07902 547391 

Claire Lawrence Animal Portrait Artist 01767 631560 
www.clairelawrence.co.uk 

Brian Auty 5 Star Pet Services 07779 101698 
www.5starpetservice.co.uk 

Donna Bubear Ironing Services 01767 631850 

Armande Fryatt Wedding & Dinner 
Party Harpist 

01767 631123 
www.theweddingharpist.net 

Mrs. A Fryatt 
BEd, MA, APC 

Specialist Dyslexia 
Assessor & Tutor 

01767 631123 
www.assessment-for-dyslexia.co.uk 

Geoff Swinden Home Delivery 
Newsagent 

01767 631231 

Mary Swinden Florist 01767 631231 

Sushma Patel Crystal Therapist 01767 631825 or 07970 000095 
www.amethystcave.co.uk 

Melvyn        
Robinson 

Painter, Decorator & 
Gardener 

01767 631283 or 07506 536298 

Ben Searle Elm Park Double 
Glazing 

01767 631569 

Charles Millard Cambridgeshire 
Chauffeurs 

01767 631096 
www.cambridgeshirechauffeurs.co.uk 

Mark Atkins All Green  
Landscapes 

01767 651126 
www.allgreenlandscapes.co.uk 

Frazer Dewey Oil Boiler Services 01767 631746 or 07968 956977 
www.abacusoilexperts.co.uk 

Michael Slevin Gutter Cleaning 0800 316 8167 
www.highwash.co.uk 
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Quality Swimming Instruction

Olympic and Commonwealth Medallist

• Small groups, from 3 years to adults 1-2-1
• Coaching- keep fit, competition, tri-athletes

• Technique and Analysis sessions

Private Local Indoor Pool
W: www.davidloweswimming.co.uk
E: admin@davidloweswimming.co.uk

T: 07970 411 592
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